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Dr.  MEAD’S 


EXPLAIN’D. 


ANY  and  various  are  the 
pinions  about  the  Defign,  as 
well  as  about  the  Meaning  and 
real  and  true  Senfe  of  the  fiiore 
Difcourfe  lately  writ  by  the 
Celebrated  Dr„  Mead ,  for  pre- 
venting  the  Plague.  The  various  Turns  of 
the  Heads  of  different  Men,  their  different 
Capacities,  and  the  Sublimity  of  the  Doftor’s 
Style  may,  no  doubt,  occafion  all  this  Variety 
in  understanding  Him  and  his  Book.  Some, 
and  if  we  may  judge  by  the  great  Run  and 
Demand  for  his  Book,  the  greateft  Number 
of  the  People  of  all  Ranks  expected  forne  £/« 
cuJafian ,  but  eafy  Rules,  whereby  they  might 
govern  and  conduct  their  Lifeagainft  fo  filent 
an  Enemy  as  the  Peftilence,  which  walketh 
in  D'arkrxefs*  This  feems  to  be  more  than  a 
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Conjecture,  becaufe  this  great  Demand  ceas’d 
of  a  hidden,  as  the  Plague  it  felf  commonly 
does,  after  they  found  the  Phyfician  had  no 
hand  in  ir,  or  that  his  Rules  were  locked  up 
for  the  Favourites  of  his  Faculty.  And  as  the 
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People  commonly  make  the  belt  Judgment  of 
Things  after  a  little  Experience,  fo  we  find 
this  Judgment  of  the  Town  confirmed,  by 
what  his  Friends ,  (Adepts,  and  other  Officers, 
who  onlv  underhand  or  declare  what  Dr, 
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Mead  would  have  believed  ;  and  accordingly 
they  labour  to  declare,  that  the  genuine 
Meaning  and  Defign  of  the  Celebrated  De¬ 
fter  was,  to  give  a  Politick  Account,  how 
the  Plague  may  be  ftaved  off  by  Force  of 
Arms. 

I  grant  this  Authority  is  very  cogent ;  yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  we  either  confider  the 
Title  Page  of  the  Book,  the  great  Accurate* 
nefs  and  Veracity  of  Dr.  Mead,  as  well  as  his 
fignal  Humility,  I  muft  crave  leave  to  diffent, 
at  this  time,  from  the  Reports  of  thefe  Men, 
tho’  they  carry  his  daily  and  hourly  Orders : 
for  how  do  fuch  Reports  fute  all  thofe  his 
known  good  Qualities,  the  lafl;  more  efpecial- 
ly.  Can  any  Man  think  it  confident  with  his 
fingular  Humility,  to  teach  the  Secretary  of 
State,  what  has  been  praftifed  in  our  own 
and  other  Countries  for  fame  hundred  of 
Years  :  Quarantines  andTeft-Houfes,  or  if  the 
Boftor  pleafes,  LaZarettoes ,  are  not  unknown 
to  Englifh  Lawyers,  nor  Englifh  Minifters, 
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And  therefore  I  think  it  much  the  faired 
Courfe,  to  confider  the  Difcourfe  well,  be- 
caufe  it  is  fhort,  and  from  thence  to  draw  the 
Senfe  of  its  Author. 

To  do  all  imaginable  Right  to  Dr .  Mead, 
we  will  begin  with  the  Title-Page,  that  no¬ 
thing  material  may  feem  to  he  neglefted. 
There  we  find  it  is  to  be  a  Difcourfe  concern¬ 
ing  Teftilenttal  Contagion,  and  Methods  to 
prevent  it.  Turning  next  to  the  Dedication, 
he  tells  his  Patron  that  he  rather  chufes  to  pit 
down  the  principal  Heads  of  Caution ,  than  a 
Set  of  ‘Directions  in  Form .  This  Head  he 
feems  to  fugged  chiefly  to  confift  in  perform- 
ing  Quarantines,  and  other  things  that  may 
be  collected  from  Hiftory.  The  next  (Head 
I  fuppofe)  is  concerning  the  fuppejfing  Infecti¬ 
on  here ;  which  he  tells  us  is  very  different  from 
the  Methods  taken  in  former  times  among  us , 
and  from  what  they  commonly  do  abroad ;  but 
(as  he  very  modeftly  perfwades  himfelf)  will 
be  found  agreeable  to  Reafon.  This  Account 
differs  very  much  from  the  Rumours  and  Opi¬ 
nions  now  prevailing  in  the  World;  for  we 
are  to  be  entertain’d  with  a  preventing  Me¬ 
thod,  as  far  as  Phyfick  and  Politicks  extend, 
and  on  that  Account  cannot  fail  to  be  very 
new  when  finifhed  ;  becaufe  all  former  Ac¬ 
counts  are  very  defective,  the  filent  Attacks 
of  the  Pedilence  having  been  hitherto  undiff 
cover’d  by  all  former  Phyficians.  And  there* 
tcie  is  there  any  Perfon  fo  hard-hearted,  or  fo 
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ft  up  id,  that  does  not  rejoyce  and  prick  up  his 
Ears  at  thofe  ravi  filing  Expreffions,  who  does 
not  defire  to  be  inftrucled  in  this  Method  of 
preventing  this  unmerciful  Enemy  to  Man¬ 
kind.  Come  on  then,  and  liften  to  the  Cele¬ 
brated  Dr.  Mead,  who  brings  Death  to  Pefti- 
lential  Contagion  ;  as  he  is  fa  id  to  have 
promis’d  while  he  was  compofing  this  Work. 
But  we  will  next  follow  Dr.  Mead  into  the 
Book  it  felf,  where  we  find  that  he  thinks  it 
neceffary  to  premije  fomewbat  in  general  con¬ 
cerning  Contagion,  and  the  Manner  by  which 
it  aHs.  But  alas  !  we  are  to  meet  with  nor¬ 
thing  but  Difappointments,  fo  foon  are  we 
fallen  from  all  our  Hopes  and  Expectations : 
Nothing  to  be  found  either  of  Contagion ,  or 
the  manner  of  its  acting,  tho’  the  Title  of 
the  Book  promifes  it,  and  the  firftentring  up¬ 
on  the  Difcourfe  declares  it  to  be  necefiary; 
This  is  the  very  Soul  of  the  Book,  the  fub> 
jeft  Matter  upon  which  every  thing  turns,  the 
Caufe  of  the  Plague,  and  the  Indication  for 
preventing  and  curing  the  Plague,  are  to  b?. 
drawn  out  of  it. 

Befides,  the  moll  ancient  and  beft  Phyfi- 
cians  knew  nothing  of  Contagion,  and  far  lefs 
of  Tefiuential  Contagion  ;  Words  only  brought 
in  by  Phyficians  in  later  times,  and  of  Igno¬ 
rance;  and  therefore  fuch  fufpeCted  Words 
ought  to  be  well  defcribed  and  defined  before 
they  are  made  life  of ;  either  in  difcovering 
the  Nature  of  abftmfe  Difeafes,  or  when  we 
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are  to  found  Methods  of  preventing  or  curing 
them,  upon  fuch  Difcoveries. 

To  leave  this  Enquiry  about  Contagion  to 
another  Occafion,  we  will  only  obferve,  that 
this  neceffary  Article  isoverfeen  and  negleded 
by- the  Accurate  Dr.  Mead ,  for  Reafons  well 
known  to  himfelf,  and  eafily  to  be  guefled  at 
by  every  body.  It  muft  be  acknowledg’d  that 
the  Dodor’sway  of  writing  and  inquiring  is 
very  fingular,  the  remaining  part  of  his  Book 
being  carried  on  without  Principles,  or  any 
known  thing  with  which  his  Subjed  to  be  ex¬ 
plained  has  any  relation. 

But,  as  I  have  now  undertaken  to  make 
this  Abort  Difcourfe  more  intelligible,  I  will 
purfue  my  Defign  in  Dr.  Mead's  Method,  as 
far  as  that  does  not  obfcure  the  Subjed  :  In 
that  Cafe  I  will  take  the  Liberty  to  keep  the 
Thread  of  our  Difcourfe  as  much  in  our  view 
as  it  is  poffible.  Dr.  Meadt hen  having  taken 
leave  of  Contagion ,  tells  us,  that  this  unknown 
Contagion  is  propagated  by  three  Caufes ,  The 
< >Air ,  difeafed  Terjons ,  and  Goods  t  ran/ ported' 
from  infected  Tlaces.  What  a  propagating 
Caufe  may  be,  (hall  be  left  to  thofe  that  deal 
in  Metaphyficks,  to  determine  ;  it  matters 
not  what  it  appears  to  be,  while  the  begetting 
Caufe  is  unknown. 

As  to  Air,  he  now  undertakes  to  fhew  us 
how  it  becomes  infectious ,  and  how  it  commit* 
nicates  its  noxious  Quality  to  other  \ 'Bodies . 
The  firft,  by  the  Authority  of  Hippocrates  and 
'  1  '  '  Galen j 
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Galen  ;  but  in  this  he  miftakes  his  Authors, 
as  he  commonly  does  when  they  do  not  come 
up  to  his  Purpofe ;  for  Hippocrates  is  thought, 
by  many  Authors,  not  to  treat  of  the  Plague, 
in  this  third  Book  of  his  Epidemicks  ;  Galen , 
in  the  Commentary  quoted  by  Dr.  Mead ,  is 
fo  far  from  thinking  that  Hippocrates  was  re- 
folved  to  give  us  Cafes  of  the  Plague,  that 
he  thought  quite  otherwife  :  And  for  the 
Truth  of  this  Affertion,  take  an  irrefragable 
Authority,  inftar  omnium ,  the  learned  Dr. 
Friend ,  who  fays  at  the  Remark  * 
bic  non  eft  proprie  peftilens  £jf  contagiofm ,  ft- 
qtiidem  in  his  morbis  ab  Hippocrate  dejcriptisy 
nullum  eft  contagii  veftigium :  Sed  ut  Galenus 
innuitj  aliud  non  eft ,  quam  Fh^yi/ulicl  oA 
And  a  little  after,  fed  ipje  titulus  Galeno  pan - 
Itilum  fufpeHm  eft . 

We  will  not  infift  upon  this  Senfe  of  Hip¬ 
pocrates  ;  but  fuppofe  he  there  truly  treats  of 
the  Plague,  and  that  he  has  obferved  fuch  a 
Temperament  of  Air  to  have  preceeded  it, 
what  is  this  to  Contagion  and  Infection,  which 
neither  Hippocrates  nor  Galen  ever  dream’d 
of.  Befides,  Hippocrates  calls  the  Plague  a 
Fever,  and  in  his  Opinion  feveral  Affections 
of  Air,  to  him,  and  us,  perhaps,  unknown, 
produced  Plagues,  or  Fevers  (for  thefe  Words 
are  fynonimous  with  him)  and  the  greateft 
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Part  of  other  Difeafes*  So  that  it  is  riianifeft 
from  Hippocrates ,  that  this,  and  many  other 
Alterations  of  the  Air  do  not  make  it  In* 
fe  Blows. 

The  following  Paragraph  is  of  no  Force, 
after  what  is  now  faid  concerning  Hippocra¬ 
tes  ;  the  beft  Hiftorian,  that  is  not  a  Phy* 
fician,  is  never  prefumed  to  go  beyond  an 
Account  and  Relation  of  Matter  of  Fa£t,  as 
he  apprehends  it ;  and  fo  far  went  the  great 
Thucydides ,  in  relating  the  Plague  of  © Athens . 
We  will  rather  confider  what  the  Doftor  al¬ 
ledges  for  ftrengthning  his  Conjefture  about 
Contagion,,  *  Stinks  of  fagnating  Waters , 
in  hot  Weather  ;  putrid  Exhalations  from  the 
Earth  ;  and  above  all ,  the  Corruption  of  dead 
Carcajjes  being  unburied ,  have  occafiotfd  in - 
fe  Blows  ‘Difeafes*  Let  us  now  fuppofe  this 
Account  to  be  true,  yet  his  chief  Article  a- 
bout  Carcaffes  is  abfolutely  falfe,  as  may  be 
prov’d  by  one  of  the  beft  Phyficians  in  any 
Age  ;  what  is  all  this  to  Contagion  breeding 
the  Plague  :  For  fuppofe  again,  fome  or  all 
of  them  occafion’d  infeBiom  Difeafes,  the 
Confequence  is  not,  Ergo ,  the  Plague  ;  there 
being  many  contagious  Difeafes  that  are  nei¬ 
ther  Tlague  nor  Mortal. 

Yet,  as  if  all  this  were  Demonftration,  he 
aflerts,  That  the  Plague  is  produced  by  a 
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Concurrence  of  Caufes ;  and  their  firft  EffeB  is 

a  Degree  of  Stagnation  in  the  oAir ,  which  is 
follow’d  by  Corruption ,  and  PutrefaQdon.  It 
is  needlefs  to  enter  upon  this  Hint  of  a  new 
Hypothecs;  for  if  his  Machine  of  Contagion* 
or  Infe£fion3  be  good,  thefe  are  unneceflary. 
But  alas  !  the  celebrated  D  oft  or  lias,  in  the 
Conclufion,  deftroy’d  the  whole  Fabrick  he 
had  rear’d  with  fb  much  Trouble,  after  he 
had  borrow’d  Brick  from  one,  Mortar  from 
another,  and  Timber  from  a  third  ;  and  on- 
ly  becaufe  he  became,  againft  Nature  and 
his  own  Genius,  a  Mafter-Builder.  Is  a  Con¬ 
currence  of  all  the  fuppofed  Caufes  neceffary 
to  make  a  Plague  ?  Then  there  never  was  a 
Blague  in  the  World  ;  and  that  becaufe  thefe 
Caufes  never  all  met  together  :  A  hopeful 
Conclufion !  and  which  at  once  delivers  the 
World  of  mfufferable  Feats,  they  hitherto 
groan’d  under,  by  a  vulgar  Error  ;  which  is 
now  contrary  to  Experience,  becaufe  it  is  fo  to 
Dr*  Mead's  Reafoning. 

Hippocrates ,  on  the  other  Hand,  under¬ 
takes  only  to  relate  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Year  when  Tlagues  and  Fevers  were  very  fre¬ 
quent  ;  he  never  thought  of  making  any 
particular  Conftitution,  or  the  Weather  in  it, 
the  Caufe  of  Plagues  univerfally  :  If  he  had, 
Experience  fhould  have  Shewn  the  contrary, 
to  which  he  would  have  fuhmitted.  But  not 
to  enter  into  any  other  Conftitutions  that 
might  happen  in  Greece ,  Experience  cries' 
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loudly  againft  this  Hypothefts  of  Dr.  Mead ; 
fincewe  know  that  hard  and  continued  frofty 
Weather  produces  the  Peftilence,  moft  com- 
monly,  in  our  Northern  Climates.  The  Win- 
ter  1664,  was  a  continued  Froft  all  through, 
as  Dr.  Hodges  informs  us  •  yet  the  Plague 
broke  out  in  the  Chriftmas  time,  when  it  was 
in  its  Strength .  The  Plague  in  Dantzick 5 
mention’d  by  Dr.  Mead,  was  in  the  Winter, 
when  every  thing  was  bound  up  with  a  fevere 
Froft ;  yet  fo  violent  was  this  Plague,  that  it 
bred  the  Dunkirk- Fever  in  the  Fag-end  of  it, 
as  Dr.  Mead  learnedly  conjectures.  So  that 
the  Peftilence  frequently,  and  moft  common¬ 
ly,  happens  in  a  Seafon  very  oppofite  to  what 
the  DoCtor  finds  neceffary  for  breeding  Infe¬ 
ction  and  Corruption,  the  Fore-runners  of  a 
Plague. 

From  all  this  Account  it  is  manifeft,  that 
we  hitherto  know  nothing  of  Contagion ,  nor 
of  any  Corruption  convey’d  into  Air,  which 
it  is  to  foment  and  cherifh,  to  beget  or  pro¬ 
pagate  the  Peftilence  ;  as  alfo  that  this  Notion 
of  Contagion  taken  up  and  efpoufed  by  later 
Phyficians,  is  very  ill  fupported  by  them,  and 
ftill  worfe  by  Dr  .Mead,  who  is  little  acquain¬ 
ted  with  their  Opinions,  fo  common  and  ob¬ 
vious  in  Books  of  Phyfick.  And  therefore  as 
he  has  been  very  unhappy  in  difcovering  the 
Change  in  Air  that  makes  it  infedious;  we 
will  try  for  better  Succefs,  in  his  difcovering 
the  Means,  whereby  it  communicates  its  noxious 
Quality  to  other  ‘Bodies;  G  In 
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In  order  to  purfuetbi  Di'courfe  with  great¬ 
er  Exadnefs,  it  is  neeeffary  to  eafe  our  Me¬ 
mory  from  carrying different  Particulars 
of  feven  Pages,  and  not  to  oblige  the  Reader 
to  take,  on  truft,  what  is  writ  fo  long  before. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  ureful  to  Dr.  Mead  to  tell 
us  *,  that  he,  lately,  left  the  e Air  in  a  putrid 
State  ;  but  that  is  nothing  to  us,  who  are  at . 
this  prefent  time  fenfible  that  the  Doftor  has 
not  been  able  to  bring  the  leaft  Speck  of  Putre¬ 
faction  into  it.  However,  not  to  balk  him  in 
his  projected  Means,  whereby  it  communi¬ 
cates  its  noxious  Quality  ;  he  defires  us  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Tutrefaffion  is  a  hind  of  Ferment a~ 
tion ,  and  that  all  ‘ "Bodies  in  a  Ferment  emit  a 
volatile  active  Spirit,  of  Tower  to  agitate,  and 
put  into  int e/line  Motions,  that  is*  to  change  the 
Nature  of  other  Fluids,  into  which  it  infinuates 
it  jeif.  Now  we  have  obferved  it,  we  find 
every  Article  of  this  Obfervation  to  be  falfe; 
for  PutrefaClion  does  not  always  precede  Fer¬ 
mentation,  nor  that  every  body  in  a  Ferment 
emits  volatile  Spirits,  nor  that  volatile  Spirits 
Slave  a  Powfcr  to  agitate,  or  to  put  into  inte- 
ftine  Motions  all  Liquors  into  which  they  infi- 
nuate  themfelves  ;  and  ftill  far  lefs,  that  be¬ 
ing  put  into  inteftine  Motions,  is  to  change 
the  Nature  of  the  Fluid  thus  put  in  Motion. 
What  Ufe  the  DoClor  may  have  for  this  Roll 
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of  precarious  Affertions,  time  may  tell  us:  for 
he  has  now  got  the  Mafter-Key  of  all  Philo- 
fophy,  even  Fermentation ,  into  his  Hand.  By 
Fermentation  Stones ,  Metals ,  Tlants ,  oAni - 
malsy  and  (if  it  pleafes  him)  the  fPeftile?zceJ 
are  generated,  and  cherifhed.  This  makes 
Difeafes;  this  cures  them ;  by  this  we  live,  by 
this  we  die. 

Neither  does  this  Machine  onlyanfwer  all 
our  Wants  in  performing  the  greater,  bute- 
ven  the  fmaller  feats,  as  we  chance  to  employ 
it  :  for  if  we  are^asked,  why  Glow-birds  fhine 
in  the  Night  ?  or  why  wet  Hay  takes  Fire  of 
it  felf,  &c.  one  fhort  Anfwer  isfufficient  to 
all  thefe,  that  thefe  great  Works  are  done  by 
Fermentation.  A  Poet  in  ancient  times,  pro¬ 
nounced  thofe  Nations  happy,  that  had  their 
rural  Gods  growing  in  their  Gardens.  But  I 
eileem  the  Man  far  more  happy,  who  has  at 
hand  fo  ready  an  Anfwer  to  every  thing  :  who 
has  got  a  Machine  equally  ferviceable  on  eve¬ 
ry  occafion,  the  T hilofopher's  Stone ,  the  uni¬ 
versal  Medicine ,  the  making  a  Plague. 

Being  thus  poiTdTed  of  this  ufeful  Machine, 
he  tells  us  what  wonderful  feats  he  could  per  ¬ 
form  by  it,  with  the  Help  of  ‘Bellini's  Do¬ 
ctrine  of  Fevers,  if  he  had  any  time  to  beftow 
on  fo  great  a  TDigrefton  :  for  he  could  fhew 
us,  how  the  Alterations  made  in  the  Blood  will 
favour  \ Veftilential  rDifeafesy  by  rendering  the 
tody  obnoxious  to  them.  Why,  this  is  the  Fa¬ 
vour  we  have  waited  for  in  eleven  tedious 
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Pages;  and  if  he  writes  in  Englifib,  we  may 
thus  be  taught  how  the  Blood  is  affe&ed  in 
Peftilential  Difeafes,  by  laying  us  a-bed  lan- 
guifibing  with  them.  This  would  not  only  be 
one  ftep  towards  Contagion,  as  he  artfully  be¬ 
gins  the  next  Paragraph*  but  might  fully  in¬ 
form  us  of  every  thing  we  want  to  know  con¬ 
cerning  it*  Why  fhouid  the  Great  and  C  ele¬ 
brated  Dr.  Mead  call  this  a  Digreffion  ?  I  wifh 
he  would  begin  thus  to  digrefs  :  but  ir  is  now 
too  late,  fince  he  has  already  digreffed  from 
all  his  Title-Page,  and  the  half  of  his  Preface,, 
Contagion  was  drop!*  at  firft,  and  now  we  find 
that  ‘Peftilential  Contagion  has  no  better  Fate. 
How  preventing  may  thrive  under  his  Hands, 
is  not  hard  toguefs,  fince  he  knows  nothing 
of  what  he  promifes  to  prevent,  Thefe  Me¬ 
thods  are  very  different  from  thoje  taken  infor¬ 
mer  times  among  us,  and  from  what  they  com¬ 
monly  do  abroad.  Infomuch,  that  had  any 
body  writ  in  this  Method,  befides  the  Cele¬ 
brated  Doftor,  I  fhouid  have  thought  him 
the  mod  ignorant,  impertinent,  and  felf-fuifi- 
ent  Perfon  that  ever  made  a  Sale  of  Phyfick. 

What  Account  can  he  give  to  Phyficians, 
for  thus  defpifing  the  received  Opinions  of 
Hippocrates,  and  of  all  their  learned  and  ex¬ 
perienced  Predeceffors,  who  unanimoully  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  Plague  differs  in  nothing  from 
a  Fever  ;  or  elfe  that  a  Fever  attends  every 
Plague  of  Peftilence.  And,  therefore,  in 
him  is  all  Phyfick,  or  elfe  he  knows  nothing 
of  it.  '  Y  v  Nay, 
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Nay,  how  can  he  anfwer  it  to  himfelf,  who 
in  his  Manifefto,  in  the  very  next  Paragraph, 
is  under  an  unavoidable  Want  of  a  Fever  he 
formerly  neglected.  Here  he  tells  us  a  Tale, 
That,  the  next  (Step  towards  Contagion, 
and  it  is  not  fafe  to  go  too  near  it)  as  it  feems 
to  me,  proceeds  after  this  Manner .  This  kind 
of  introductory  Humility  has  been  very  fa¬ 
shionable,  of  late,  among  dignify ’d  Authors  ; 
for  in  advancing  a  Proportion,  whereof  they 
can  bring  no  Proof,  it  is  not  to  be  thought 
how  humble,  how  felf-deny’d  they  are  in  that 
Inftant ;  but  they  rant ,  fwqgger ,  and  hilly ,  if 
they  get  their  Reader  but  Three  Lines  fur¬ 
ther.  So  this  celebrated  Author,  after  this 
humble  Cringe,  tells  us,  The  "Blood  in  all  ma¬ 
lignant  Fevers ,  efpecially  pejlilential  ones  (to 
be  fure)  at  the  latter  End  of  the  * Dijeafe ,  does, 
like  fermenting  Liquors,  throw  off  a  great  Quan¬ 
tity  of  active  * Particles  upon  the  fever al  Glands 
of  the  Body ,  particularly  upon  thofe  of  the 
Mouth  and  Skin,  from  which  the  Secretions  are 
naturally  the  mofl  conftant  and  large .  Thefe , 
inpeftilential  Cafes ,  although  the  oAir  he  in  a 
right  State ,  will  generally  infeffi  thofe  who  are 
very  ?iear  to  the  fick  Terfon  ;  otberwife  are 
foon  differ  fed  and  lofl . 

The  firft  Part  of  this  Declaration,  if  my 
Memory  fails  me  not,  is  taken  from  the 
Doftor’s  elaborate  Effay  on  Poifons  ;  and  is 
brought  forth  with  all  its  primitive  Elegance, 
for  the  prefent  Purpofe  j  but  by  no  means  an- 
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fwers  his  Want  of  it :  For  ft  does  not  appear, 
by  any  manner  of  Observation^  that  the  Blood 
throws  off  any  attive  Particles  at  the  latter 
End  of  malignant  Fevers,  Jo  there  is  no  need  to 
have  Recourfe  to  this  Suppofition.  But  why 
upon  any  Glands  ?  This  Expreffion  does  not 
favour  of  underftanding  oAnatomy,  Why  up¬ 
on  the  Glands  of  the  Mouth  ?  Surely  this 
Suppofition  is  not  of  any  Ufe  in  this  Place, 
however  ferviceable  it  might  prove  in  the 
mentioned  Book,  when  the  Slabbering  of  a 
mad  Dog  was  upon  the  Anvil.  Moreover,  Is 
Secretion  mod  conftantly  performed  at  the 
Glands  of  the  Mouth  and  of  the  Skin?  Sure¬ 
ly  not,  as  SanHorius  evinces,  and  is  evident 
from  the  Do&rine  of  Secretions,  perfectly 
well  explain’d  many  Years  ago. 

Next,  let  us  fuppofe  that  this  is  Standard 
Phyfick,  as  it  is  quite  the  Reverfe  of  it ;  what 
mighty  matter  is  to  be  drawn  from  it?  Why, 
thefe  aQive  Particles,  tho’  the  Air  be  pure, 
will  infetd  thoje  who  are  very  near  to  the  fick 
*Perjm  ;  otherwise  are  foon  differ  fed  and  loft . 
I  hope  there  is  no  harm  in  the  iaft,  and  there 
is  no  Proof  alledg’d  for  the  former.  So  that 
his  next  Step  towards  Contagion,  does  not 
proceed  at  all.  I  cannot  tell  how  well  he  ma¬ 
nages  in  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Paragraph  ; 
and  therefore  I  will  only  fet  it  in  View,  that 
anyPerfonof  a  more  enlighten’d  Underftand¬ 
ing  than  my  felf  may  profit  by  the  Doctor’s 
own  Words.  ‘But  when  in  an  evil  ‘ Diffofition 
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of  this  they  meet  with  thej'e  fuhtle  Tarts  its 
Corruption  has  generated ,  by  uniting  with  them , 
they  become  much  more  a  Hive  and  powerful^  and 
likewife  more  durable  and  lafting ,  fo  as  to  form 
an  infectious  Matter ,  capable  of  conveying  the 
Mifchief  to  a  great  tDiftance  from  the  difeafed 
' Body ,  out  of  which  it  was  produced. 

Now  if  Dr.  Mead's  Narration  is  to  the 
Purpofe,  it  goes  further  than  he  defign’d  it 
fhould  ;  for  how  are  the  active  Particles,  like 
fermented  Liquors,  thrown  out  of  the  Blood 
in  the  latter  End  of  malignant  Fevers,  and 
that  in  fo  great  Plenty,  and  of  fo  great  Ener¬ 
gy,  that  they  themfelves  had  been  able  to 
have  helped  to  his  next  Step  of  Contagion,  if 
he  had  not  luckily  interpofed  with  a  faving 
Claufe,  efpeciaUy  pefiilential  ones ,  whereby 
the  laft  would  have  been  deprived  of  all  the 
Honour  of  making  Contagion  :  But  what  is 
ftill  worfe,  Fevers,  efpeciaUy  thofe  that  are 
malignant,  are  now  the  chief  Article  in  this 
Account,  and  leave  Dr.  Mead  inexcufable,  for 
not  applying  Almighty  Fermentation  to  the 
learned  ‘ BeUini's  Theory  of  Fevers.  And 
here  let  it  be  obferv’d,  That  thofe  peftiienriai 
Steams  go  no  great  Length,  ’till  they  are  en* 
abled  by  the  next,  unintelligible  Means, 
whereby  is  formed  an  infe&ious  Matter  ca¬ 
pable  of  conveying  the  Mifchief  to  a  great 
Diftance.  I  hope  Doftor  Mead  underftands 
his  laft  Words;  for  my  Part,  I  do  not,  and 
by  the  next  Paragraph  I  find  mv  felf  ftill  more 
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unqualify’d  to  receive  his  Story  of  Contagion. 

The  former  Piece  of  Knowledge  is  open  to 
thofe  only  who  are  the  familiar  Friends  of 
@Attratfions  and  Combinations  made  by  Vola¬ 
tile  Spirits;  and  we  who  are  Strangers  to  thefe 
powerful  Words,  cannot  hope  for  any  Inftru- 
ftion.  But  to  fhew  Dr.  Mead  I  have  been  at 
true  Pains  to  come  acquainted  with  them,  I 
find  there  was  Old  Attraction,  Son  of  eAri- 
(iofle  ;  and  there  is  Young  Attraction,  the 
great  Geometrician  ;  and  a  Counterfeit  of 
this  in  the  Works  of  the  celebrated  Doftor 
© Anodyne  Necklace  ;  which  laft  is  mighty  like 
Attraction  before  us ;  but  ai  he  is  fpurious, 
I  muft  own  that  I  do  not  find  how  this  At¬ 
traction  brings  me  to  a  clearer  Underftanding 
of  the  foregoing  Paragraph*  As  to  Combina¬ 
tion,  whether  that  of  Cooks,  or  Algebra  ifts,  it 
is  of  very  iittleornoUfe  to  me.  I  muft  cdnfelsj 
a  good  Ufe  may  be  made  of  thefe  Words ;  for 
they  will  exchange  with  Fermentation ,  at  any 
Time  that  an  Author  finds  himfelf  difpo fed  to 
write  on  a  SubjeCt  without  underftanding  it. 

For  Xnftance,  I  now  intend  to  make  a  fbort 
Difcourfe  about  the  TbilofopbeFs  Stone ,  and  a 
Method  for  finding  it  ;  a  very  agreeable  Of¬ 
fer  to  the  Publick,  when  Money  is  fcarce^ 
and  Credit  very  low,  through  the  great  In- 
duftry  of  the  ingenious  Directors  of  the  South 
Sea.  When,  X  fay,  a  Man  forms  to  himfelf 
this  ufeful  ProjeCt,  oAttraFtion  and  Combina¬ 
tion  does  it  at  once.  The  Receipt  is  eafy ; 
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it  is  but  taking  of  oAttraffion,  Circulation , 
Cohobution ,  Concentration ,  a.  q.  f.  Combina¬ 
tion,  q.  f.  m.  If  this  Receipt  is  duly  mana¬ 
ged,  it  will  not  only  make  the  Vhilojophers 
Stone ,  and  the  grand  Elixir ,  but  cures  the 
Plague,  and  all  Difeafes,  Curable  or  Incu¬ 
rable .  But  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  when  you 
would  explain  how  AttraQion  makes  a  Plague, 
you  muft  be  fure  due  Confederation  be  had 
to  the  Facility  and  Aptnefs  of  all  kind  of  Efflu¬ 
via  to  be  diffujed  in  a  warm  *Air,  Juch  as  we 
have  defcribed  an  infectious  one  to  be .  And, 
therefore,  as  the  Whole  of  Infefting  Air  is 
an  ill-made  Story,  fupported  by  Cant  and 
Gibberifh,  we  will  take  Leave  of  it,  and  his 
mortify ’d  Limb  together,  tho’  it  is  brought 
to  give  further  Light  to  this  ftrange  Stuff. 

But,  to  proceed,  the  celebrated  Do£tor 
fmells  a  Rat ;  that  unlefs  the  Air  is  allowed  a 
greater  Share  of  (bedding  Deftru£tion  than 
he  has  hitherto  allotted  it,  Matters  may  go 
very  hard  with  the  whole  Do£trine  of  Conta¬ 
gion  ;  and  therefore,  notwithftanding  its  be¬ 
ing  a  Medium  for  propagating  Contagion  on¬ 
ly,  the  Doftor  is  now  willing  to  pronounce, 
with  full  Power,  and  for  Fear  of  great  In- 
conveniencies  that  follow  clofe  at  the  Heels  of 
the  former  Doctrine,  that  a  corrupted  State  if 
cAir  is  without  Doubt  necessary  togive 
theje  contagious  oAtoms  their  fitU  Force  ;  fir 
otherwife  it  is  not  eajy  to  conceive  how  the 
blague  Jhould  ever  ceaje ,  but  with  the  T)e- 
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fhuclion  of  all  the  Inhabitants.  Here  is  a  De¬ 
vil  raifed  indeed,  and  he  will  not  be  in  the  »i 
leaft  quieted,  unlefs  Dr.  Mead  will  contradift  | 
himfelf  and  renounce  the  half  of  his  Defence, 
for  the  Turenefs  and  Uncorruptednefs  of  Air, 
And  what  will  not  a  Man  do  for  a  quiet  Life. 
And  even  the  Englifh  Air,  that  could  former*  i 
ly  kill  the  greateft  Plague,  is  now’  without  I 
doubt  under  a  State  of  Corruption  :  For  if  that  : 
is  not  admitted,  God  have  Mercy  on  all  En¬ 
glish  Men,  This  is  very  kind  in  the  Do£lor, 
to  take  Chame  to  himfelf  for  the  Good  of  his 
Country. 

Conveniency  is  a  pretty  Argument,  but  not 
very  cogent,  as  we  now  fee;  for  this  cor¬ 
rupted  State  of  Air  is  only  an  Expedient  to  get 
rid  of  a  Peftilence  ;  becaufe  by  Supposing 
an  Emendation  of  the  Qualities  of  the  <*Air,  a?id 
refer  ing  of  it  to  a  healthy  State ,  capable  of  dif- 
fipating  and  fuppr  effing  the  Malignity ,  we  put 
an  end  to  the  Plague  in  an  inftant.  Mighty 
fine,  and  Meadijh ;  tho’  he  might  have  put  a 
•«.  flop  to  a*  Plague  at  an  eafier  rate,  than  die 
Lofs  of  his  Hypothefis ;  for  as  the  ftrefs  of  the 
Expedient  refts  upon  another  fine  Word,  fup- 
fojing ;  why,  he  needed  only  to  fuppofe  that 
the  whole  Magazine  of  Poifon  is  (lopped  at 
once,  it  matters  not  whether  that  be  by  an 
Army,  by  making  it  ferve  a  Quarantine ,  by 
an  oAmulet ,  or  that  the  raw  Damp  is  again 
attracted  by  the  Sea.  I  hope  due  Confidera- 
tion  will  be  had  to  this  Expedient,  in  a  new 
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Edition  of  the  flmt  ‘Difcourfe  ;  if  fo  be  it  has 
one.  This  would  do  much  better  than  to 
make  another  Drawback,  which  we  find  is 
done  in  the  very  next  Paragraph  ;  for  there, 
Infection  is  not  received  from  the  Air  it  [elf 
however  frediffo/ed,  without  the  Concurrence 
of  fomething  emitted  from  infected  Terfons . 
Now  if  InfeCtion  is  never  receiv’d  from  the 
Air  upon  any  Account  whatfoever,  it  is  ma- 
nifeft,  that  the  Air  is  a  Medium,  that  can  nei¬ 
ther  do  Good  nor  Hurt,  and  fo  to  the  right  a- 
bout,  and  the  former  Allowance  is  recalled  ; 
fo  that  the  former  Difficulty  ftill  remains,  and 
confequently  a  Plague  once  begun  in  a  Coun¬ 
try,  never  comes  to  an  end,  as  long  as  there  is 
a  Man  alive. 

The  Principle  upon  which  this  Refumption 
is  made,  is,  becaufe  the  Progrefs  of  a  Pefti- 
lence  may  be  ftopt  at  any  time,  by  (iriFtly  pe-> 
venting  all  Inter courfe  of  infected  T laces  with 
the  JMeighbourhood.  He  brings  as  a  Proof  of 
this  lufty  Affertion,  what  has  lately  happen¬ 
ed  in  the  raging  Plague  at  Marfeilles  ;  and  al¬ 
ledges,  that  it  has  been  effectually  confined  to 
that  miferable  Town,  by  keeping  careful 
Guard.  Rut  alas  !  this  Argument  is  out  of 
doors.  Happy  were  it  for  the  People  of  France 
if  they  had  greater  Affurance  of  their  Safety, 
than  they  can  draw  from  fuch  vain  Promifes 
of  Infuring  Phyficians.  And  therefore  his 
Objection  remains  in  full  Force,  without  any 
Satisfaction  being  given  to  it.  I  know  from 
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whence  he  took  this  Difficulty,  but  he  ought 
to  have  been  well  fatisfied  tha  t  he  had  brought 
a  full  Solution  to  fo  powerful  an  Argument  a* 
gainft  all  manner  of  Contagion .  I  will  only 
repeat  the  Difficulty,  and  leave  the  clearing 
of  it  to  the  Patrons  of  a  Peftilence  being  be¬ 
got  by  Contagion ;  efpecially  that  it  is  a  Step 
towards  Dr.  Mead’s  next  propagating  Caufe. 
It  is  afferted  by  thofe  who  oppofe  this  Conta¬ 
gion^  that  a  Plague  is  fometimes  bred  with¬ 
out  it,  otherwifeit  would  be  perpetual.  This 
Affection  is  made  good,  by  confidering  a 
Country  where  a  new  Plague  is  broken  out  ; 
and  ask  us,  whether  it  be  juft  then  bred  in 
that  Country,  or  brought  thither  from  elfe- 
where  ?  If  we  grant  the  firft,  then  indeed  a- 
dieu  to  all  Contagion  :  If  the  la  ft,  they  bid  us 
name  the  originary  Place,  where  it  was  bred  : 
Which  would  oblige  us  to  the  fame  Conceffi-? 
on  as  the  former.  Therefore,  fay  they,  Con¬ 
tagion  may  propagate  but  not  begin  a  Plague. 

Leaving  then  Do£tor  Mead  and  his  Conta¬ 
gion  under  the  Reftraint  of  a  very  good  Ar¬ 
gument,  we  will  confider  in  the  next  Place, 
after  what  manner  he  conveys  it  to  a  found 
Ferfbn,  and  he  fafpojes  the  way  to  be  com¬ 
monly  this :  Thefe  contagious  V  articles— taint 
the  falival  Juices  (or  Spittle)  which  being 
J wallowed  down  into  the  Stomach,  prejently 
fix  their  Malignity  there  ;  as  appears  from  the 
JNaufea  and  Vomiting ,  with  which  this  ‘Diflem - 
per  often  begins  its  firft  ^Attacks .  But  all  this 
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is  acknowledged  to  be  a  Suppofition,  and  not 
of  fufficient  Strength  to  bear  fo  weighty  a 
Building  upon  it.  Secondly ,  If  a  Man  does 
not  fwallow  his  Spittle,  or  if  he  gargles  his 
.Throat  very  well  before  he  does  fwallow  it, 
there  would  be  no  danger  from  the  Teflilence ; 
but  this  five  Plague  fhould  be  eafily  evaded- 
To  what  Purpofe  is  this  filly  Suppofition  to 
bring  it  into  the  Stomach,  and  then  to  fup- 
pofe  it  fixes  its  Malignity  there%  becaufe  Peo¬ 
ple  are  often  troubled  with  Vomiting  when 
they  are  iH  of  the  Plague.  An  admirable 
Way  of  Reafoning :  And  as  Admiration  begat 
Philofophy,  fo  Dr.  Mead* s  Philofophy  cannot 
fail  of  begetting  Admiration  :  For  if  the  Sto¬ 
mach  muft  needs  be  the  firft  Place  affe&ed  by 
the  Plague,  and  the  Doflor  is  gone  over  to 
Van  Helmont ,  cannot  he  convey  it  thither  down 
by  the  Nofe,  or  even  through  the  Jifouth, 
without  infe&ing  the  Spittle. 

Dr.  Mead  is  grofly  out  in  his  Obfervation, 
for  the  Symptoms  of  the  Heart,  our  Strength 
at  leaft,  being  affe&ed,  are  previous  to  his 
fuppofed  Naujea  and  Vomiting;  fo  that  he 
not  only  ought  to  make  no  Queftion,  but  to  be 
fure  that  the  ' Blood  is  alfo  more  immediately  af¬ 
fected  ;  as  the  Multitude  of  Phyficians  befides 
Van  Helmont  and  him  have  always  believed : 
But  I  find  his  Fancy  lies  much  in  odd  Con¬ 
ceits.  I  know  a  very  honeft  Man,  and  a  good 
Qhferver  in  Phyfick,  who  has  fallen  into  this 
very  Error  in  explaining  this  Symptom  of  Vo¬ 
miting  ; 
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tniting ;  but  every  Body  will  acknowledge  : 
that  his  Philofophy  is  no  where  the  belt :  And 
when  this  Symptom  is  truly  explained,  we 
fhall  find  that  it  is  a  Symptom  of  a  Malignant 
Fever ,  as  well  as  of  the  Plague,  without  any 
manner  of  Irritation,  or  of  any  other  Hurt  of 
that  Nature,  in  the  Stomach.  And  therefore 
as  this  Way  of  conveying  the  Plague,  is  a  Sup- 
pofition  grounded  upon  no  manner  of  Obferva- 
tion  (as  the  Do&or  argues  in  this  Paragraph) 
fo  I  think  there  is  no  need  to  have  recourfe 
to  it. 

On  the  other  Hand,  it  might  be  demonftra- 
ted,  from  the  Nature  of  the  Plague,  chat  it  is 
never,  or  very  rarely,  communicated  from 
one  Perfon  to  another.  At  prefent  we  will 
content  our  felves,  to  evince  this  Truth  by  a 
Demoijftratjon  of  another  kind,  which  is  from 
Obfervation,  or  a  po/leriori,  and  I  will  borrow 
it  too  from  Mr.  Graunt ,  in  his  Oblervations 
on  the  Bills  of  Mortality.  In  his  Obfervations 
on  the  *  Plague  of  1 636 :  He  fays  it  lafted  12 
Years,  in  eight  whereof  there  died  2000  per 
Annum  one  with  another,  and  never  under 
800.  The  which  fhews,  That  the  Contagion 
of  the  Blague  depends  more  upon  the  Disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  &4ir,  than  upon  the  Effluvia. 
from  the  'Bodies  of  Men,  Which  alfo  we  prove 
by  the  fudden  jumps  which  the  Plagqe  hath 
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made,  leaping  in  one  Week  from  1 1 8  to  927 ; 
and  back  again,  from  993  to  258;  and  from 
thence  again,  the  very  next  Week,  to  852. 
The  which  Effefts  mull  furely  be  rather  at¬ 
tributed  to  Change  of  the  Air ,  than  of  the  Con * 
ftitutiom  of  Mens  "Bodies ,  other  wife  than  as 
this  depends  upon  that. 

And  therefore  as  this  very  common  Opinion, 
about  the  Blague  of  Beflilence  palling  from 
one  Body  into  another,  is  not  fupported  by 
any  good  Reafon,  far  lefs  by  the  Sufpofitions 
and  Innuendo’s  of  Dr.  Mead ;  and  is  now  con* 
trary  to  the  beft  Obfervation,  mod  duly  and 
properly  made,  we  may  not  doubt  to  declare, 
that  it  very  rarely,  and  perhaps  never,  pro* 
ceeds  that  Way. 

The  Third  Way  Contagion  is  fpread,  is,  ly 
Goods  tranfported  from  infected  Blaces .  But  the 
Reafon  of  this  Fafl:  feems  to  furmount  his  Un- 
derftanding,  and  no  wonder,  for  it  has  already 
puzzled  all  other  Philofophers  and  Phyficians, 
infomuch,  that  it  has  driven  them  intoabfurd 
Notions  of  Maggots ,  againft  all  Obfervation. 
But,  before  a  Philofopher  would  fpend  his 
Time  about  this  Difficulty,  he  fliould  be  fure 
his  Fa£t  is  indifputably  true,  for  thereby  he 
may  fave  himfelf  much  Trouble  and  Babling, 
about  a  Matter  that  is  falfe  in  Faft*  How¬ 
ever,  this  Difficulty  may  have  blunted  the 
Edge  of  every  other  Genius,  he  makes  no 
doubt  to  conquer  it,  and  account  for  it  to  the 
World ,  as  he  now  does  in  the  following 

Words : 
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Words :  If  as  we  have  conjeCtured,  the  Mat-  ' 
ter  of  Contagion  he  an  adive  Subftance,  per-  | 
haps  in  the  nature  of  a  Salt ,  generated  chiefly  (] 
from  the  Corruption  of  a  Human  "Body,  it  is  not  t 
hard  to  conceive  how  this  may  he  lodged  and  ; 
preferv'd  in  [oft  porous  Bodies ,  which  are  kept  1 
prefed  clofe  together <  I 

Dr.  Mead  has  the  readied:  Way  of  getting  ] 
rid  of  a  Difficulty,  of  any  Author,  tho7 1  can¬ 
not  fay  fc  is  always  the  mod  informing  and 
perfwafive.  No  Man  that  underftands  thefe 
Terms*  a  Salt ,  what  it  is  to  be  [oft  and  porn*, 
dares  keep  back  his  A  (Tent  to  a  Proof  grounded 
upon  fuch  manifefl  Ohfervations ,  as  Conjectures , 
Terbaps ,  and  May«beeJs ;  all  which  are  far 
more  ingenious  than  Kjy cheSs  Maggofs-Eggs. 
However  bold  this  Argument  may  be,  yet  if 
any  one  will  deny  his  Matter  of  Contagion  to 
be  an  aftive  Subftance ;  or,  that  it  is  a  Salt; 
or,  that  it  rather  aflFefts  a  [oft  Bed  than  one 
that  is  hard ,  this  Third ,  and  laft  propagating 
Caufe ,  may  prove  to  be  no  manner  of  Caufe ; 
a  nd  all  the  World,  Mercha fits  efpecially,cry  out 
againft  their  Merchandize  ferving  Quarantine , 
Could  Dr.  Mead  bring  all  his  ordinary 
Vouchers,  I  cannot  fay  how  far  he  might  have 
gone  in  commanding  a  Submiffion  from  a 
great  Number  of  Men  to  this  Article:  And 
therefore  if  any  Perfon,  or  Perfons,  Wants  ful¬ 
ler  Conviftion,  let  him  repair  to  the  Coffee- 
Houfes ,  where  they  fhall  have  the  Affidavits 
of  ten  Phyficians,  fifteen  Apothecaries,  and 

fi^ 


(  25  ) 

five  Surgeons ;  and  I’ll  anfwer  for  it,  eight 
in  ten  fhall  go,  from  Batfon’r  ejpecially ,  fully 
fatisfied  with  the  Truth  of  the  Premifes.  But 
can  it  be  imagined  this  cunning  Doftor  would 
have  expos’d  his  Chara&er,  in  this  Kind  of 
Argument,  to  Men  of  Learning  and  Virtue. 
But  here  his  drooping  Spirits  rewrt,  and  his 
Humility  and  Modefty  vanifh,  having  at  this 
Stage  got  rid  of  the  Neceffity  of  Reafoning, 
the  reft  of  this  inimitable  Work  being  to  be 
carry’d  on  by  Banter  and  Affertion,  whereby 
let  us  take  Meafure  of  the  Faith  and  Creduli¬ 
ty  of  the  good  People  of  England;  for  if  this 
pafles,  Tranfubfiantiation  may  be  the  next  Ar¬ 
ticle  he  will  propofe  to  you  ;  if  it  does  not,  the 
Doftor  and  his  Book  are  difcovered  at  the 
fame  Time, 

Now  we  are  prepared  for  all  Dr.  Meafs  Ab- 
furdities ,  Wit  and  ‘ Banter ,  the  firft  Thing  he 
prefents  us  with,  how  long  a  Time  "Perfumes 
hold  their  Scent ,  if  wrapt  up  in  proper  Cover¬ 
ings  ;  and  we  mu  ft  remark,  That  the  ftrongsft 
of  thofe ,  like  the  Matter  we  are  treating  of 
( are  moflly  animal  Juices)  as  Musk,  Civet, 
ifc.  (if  there  be  any  more.)  And  the  Sub- 
fiances  that  keep  them  the  beft,  are  thofe 
which  receive  and  communicate  the  Plague, 
as  Furs ,  Feat  her  s,  Silk ,  Hair^  Woof  Cotton y 
Flax ,  &c.  the  great  eft  part  of  which  are  like - 
wife  of  the  animal  Kind .  If  the  Peftilence  is 
now  a  Scent ,  yet  furely  it  is  a  Noifome  one ;  and 
If  it  can  be  kept,  like  Musk}  in  its  proper  Co- 
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Vering,  fourty  Days  will  never  deliver  us  from 
our  fears  of  it.  But  all  this  is  only  to  amufe  us 
With  another  new  Conceit  the  Do&or  wouldl 
entertain  us  with,  that  the  Matter  of  the 
Plague  is  an  animal  Juice-,  but  pray,  good! 
Dcftor,  of  what  Animal  ?  This  is  not  only 
sidjculouSj-Jjut  overthrows  every  Opinion  ofl 
Fhyficians  that  ever  was  broached  about  it. 
But  not  to  baulk  his  Wit,  this  Perfume  of  the 
Plague,  like  Musk,  is  beft  kept  in  animal 
Subitances ;  (e Attraction  would  have  preceded 
very  decently,  for  a  more  proper  Introduction) 
but  is  Musk,  commonly  kept  in  Furs  or  Cot¬ 
ton  ;  if  in  the  la  ft,  what  Animal  is  it  that 
yields  us  Cotton?  As  for  Civet  it  is  no  run¬ 
away  Merchandize.  It  is  therefore  very  ob¬ 
vious,  that  Men  are  now  palling  a  Review 
of  their  Credulity  before  Dr.  Mead  and  the 
World.  But  there  is  another  quaint  Obfer- 
vation  that  muft  not  be  negleflal,  which  is, 
That  of  all  the  mentioned  Plague-Keepers, 
Three  of  them  are  animal  Subftances,  and 
but  Two  of  them  of  the  vegetable  Kind. 
Mighty  fine  l  and  well  order’d  :  But  if  we 
turn  to  another  Page  of  his  *  Book,  we  may 
find  this  ufeful  Obfervation  contradicted :  ‘But 
the  great  e/l  ‘Danger  from  Goods ,  is  from  Cot¬ 
ton,  Hemp,  and  Flax ;  Taper,  or  ‘Books  (Pa¬ 
per  Books  furely,  or  elfe  their  covering  will 
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beep  them  upon  an  Equality  in  ballancing  Ac- 
compts)  Silky  Linnen ,  Wool,  Feathers,  Hair, 
and  Skins ,  In  this  Account,  the  vegetable 
and  animal  Plague-Keepers  are  equal  in  Num¬ 
ber. 

What  Purpofes  does  this  Conceit  ferve  ? 
Why,  only  to  fupport  another  Conceit,  viz . 
That  animal  Subftances  moll  vigoroufly  at¬ 
tract  animal  Effluvia,  or  that  animal  Efflu¬ 
via  run  furioufly  into  the  Embraces  of  animal 
Subftances  ;  which  we  fee  by  his  fine  Experi¬ 
ments,  is  a  mere  Fancy.  As  for  Musk ,  Cot* 
ton  fecures  it  the  fafteft  from  running  away; 
nor  do  we  find  that  Feathers ,  Silk  or  Wool , 
are  ever  put  upon  that  Service.  But  fuppo- 
fing  every  Thing  true,  and  nothing  whimfL 
cal,  that  has  been  now  advanced  by  the 
DoCtor,  we  might  have  expeCted  a  further 
Difcovery ;  how  thefe  Perfumes  come  to  de¬ 
fire  their  being  beded,  cherilhed,  or  fomented 
in  foft  animal  Subftances :  Is  it  in  Abhorrence 
of  Annihilation,  or  by  the  Love  they  hear  to 
one  another  ?  Or  are  they  kept  together,  as 
the  celebrated  Jonathan  Wild  keeps  a  Felon  ? 
In  fhort,  is  it  by  Sympathy  or  ^Antipathy ? 
For  if  we  are  rightly  inftrufted  in  thefe  Mat¬ 
ters,  thefe  Remarks  alone  may  lead  us  into 
great  and  ufeful  Pra&ices  5  for  if  they  are 
skilfully  employ’d,  they  may,  perhaps,  as  I 
conje&ure,  keep  the  Plague  at  bay,  by  being 
ftrung  up,  like  Pirates,  at  High  Water  Mark, 
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For  as  dull  as  tbefe  Conceits  may  appear  to 
be  ;  fuch  as  never  dropp’d  before  from  any  ji 
Man  in  his  Senies ;  yet  our  Author,  who  has  i 
hitherto  fhewn  himfelf  Blind  in  every  kind  off 
Argument,  is  now  become  fo  Sharp-lighted! 
of  a  fudden,  when  you  are  to  take  his  Word! 
for  it,  that  he  boldly  afferts,  That  this  Re- 1 
mark  alone  (of Sympathy  and  Antipathy)  may  j 
ferve  to  lead  fit  a  little  into  the  true  Nature  of 
Contagion.  What!  this  Nature  of  Contagion,  i 
that  is  fiill  unknown,  after  all  Dr.  Mead's  En-  i 
deavours ;  nay,  Sweats  and  Labours,  to  be 
drawn  at  length  from  Trifles  that  bear  no  Re¬ 
lation  to  Contagion. 

There  is  no  Accounting  for  this  Attempt 
upon  Mankind ;  The  Do&or,  I  doubt  not, 
has  often  made  Trial,  how  far  their  good 
Nature  could  carry  their  Belief:  but  this 
obtruding  on  Scholars,  and  Thyficians  too,  is 
no  lefs  expofing  Phyfick  than  Phyficians.  Such 
Credulity  is  the  very  Reverfe  of  the  Increduli¬ 
ty  our  Saviour  complains  of,  and  no  lefs  Mar¬ 
vellous.  It  is  indeed  Marvellous,  how  People 
were  Unbelievers  after  the  greatefl:  Evidence 
of  Reafon  and  Miracle:  Yet  we  cannot  forbear 
admiring,  if  People  fhould  fwallow  all  this 
Trifle  and  Contradiction,  againft  all  Senfe 
and  Reafon.  We  are,  indeed,  atalofs  to  ex¬ 
plain  this  lazy  Credulity  ;  and  therefore  we 
mull:  have  Recourfe  to  the  general  Inferiors, 
that  has  wrought  fo  ftrong  Delufion,  of  late 

e ;  when  we  find  Men 
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have  become  wonderfully  Credulous,  even  to 
Infatuation .  Upon  this  Suppofition  a  very  to* 
lerable  good  Account  may  be  given  of  the  men¬ 
tioned  Attempts,  for  fathoming  the  Credulity 
of  Men,  let  that  be  found  to  be  ever  fo  deep. 
If  we  hove  our  Lead  in  the  South  Sea,  we  could 
found  to  an  hundred  Fathom,  and  bring  up 
yellow  Sand  upon  the  Lead.  Some  Doftors 
have  often  founded  fifty  Fathom  for  yellow 
Sand  ;  and  Doftor  e Anodyne  Necklace  almoft 
as  deep  for  the  fame.  The  South  Sea  Pilots 
have  now  run  us  a-ground,  notwithftanding 
the  Depth  of  Water;  and  Men  begin  to  reco¬ 
ver  their  Senfes  by  the  Surprize,  Terriculamen « 
ta  being  often  found  ufeful  to  Children  :  And, 
I  hope,  now  they  are  awake,  they  will  never 
hereafter  fubje£t  either  their  Lives  or  Fortunes 
to  Directors  of  any  kind. 

But  as  we  are,  at  prefent,  got  into  the  Me¬ 
taphors  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  it  has  been 
no  fmail  Omiffior^  in  every  kind  of  Director, 
that  they  have  lately  forgot  the  Genius  of  Eng - 
land ;  of  its  being  a  Country  of  Merchants. 
Had  Dr.  Mead  remember’d  the  Place  of  his 
Education,  he  might  likewife  have  faved  him- 
felf  much  Labour  in  explaining  a  groundlefs 
"Phenomenon ,  and  fpoke  more  Truth.  Was 
not  Dr.  Mead  bred,  if  not  born,  within  the 
Smoak  of  "Black  Wall  and  Wapping,  where 
both  Church  and  Conventicle  have  long  been  a 
fafe  Retreat  to  foreign  Goods,  that  were  not 
to  ftand  the  awful  View  of  a  Cuftom  Hottfe 
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Officer?  Yet,  in  all  that  Time,  and  ever  fince* 
there  have  not  appeared  any  Degrees  of  a 
Plague.  Have  not  Merchandize  been  brought 
from  many  Parts  of  Turkey ,  all  which  have 
very  defervedly  an  ill  Name  for  the  Teflilence , 
that  very  commonly  rages  among  them.  And 
how  comes  it  to  pafs,  That  during  this  con- 
ftant,  and  uninterrupted  Commerce,  when 
foft  and  porous  Goods,  the  proper  Tomes,  have 
been  brought  from  Smyrna ,  Scanderoon ,  Alep¬ 
po,  Conjtantinople ,  and  other  Parts,  the  Pefti- 
lence  has  never  taken  a  Journey  hither,  in  all 
Appearance,  thofe  Fifty  five  Years  ?  In  all 
that  Time  Turkey  Goods  have  not  ferved  a 
Quarantine,  nor  vilited  any  other  Lazaretto's, 
befides  the  Companies  Cellars;  a  certain  Proof 
that  Goods  very  feldom,qr  ever,  bring  a  Plague 
into  a  Country ;  and  oftner  find  it  there  than . 
propagate  it. 

It  is  very  remarkable.  That  our  Commerce 
With  Swe  deland, ,  Toland ,  and  other  Parts  of 
thofe  Baftern  Countries,  has  been  very  con- 
fiderable,  when  Plagues  have  been  raging 
among  the  mentioned  People;  and  yet  we  have 
not  found  any  Attempts  from  this  filent  Enemy 
on  this  our  happy  Ifiand.  Nay,  we  mull  more 
efpecially  obferve,  that  in  the  Year  1708  and 
1709,  a  mod  deftru£tive  Peftilence  made  great 
Waite  in  ‘ Dantzig  ;  and,  that  there  were  fome 
Hundreds  of  ‘Britijh  Ships  bound  up  in  Ice,  the 
whole  Winter  through  ;  yet  we  had  no  other 
Vifk  from  it,  than  the  fuppofed  fag  End  of  it, 
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by  the  * Dunkirk  Fever ;  which  happen’d  four 
Years  after  the  former  had  expir’d.  And  there¬ 
fore  this  Opinion,  of  a  Peftilence  being  prefer- 
ved,  and  convey’d  to  diftant  Places  in  Goods,  as 
a  Forties,  is  not  Sufficiently  fupported ;  a  particu¬ 
lar  Care  ought  to  be  taken  to  fupprefs  fuch  ill- 
grounded  Notions,  fo  prejudicial  and  hurtful  to 
the  People,  and  Trade  of  an  Ifland  Country. 

The  Account  Dr.  Hodges  gives  us  of  the 
Behaviour  of  the  People  of  London ,  after  they 
returned  to  Town  in  winter  1665,  is  an  un¬ 
deniable  Experiment  againft  a  Peftilence  being 
propagated  from  a  Forties ,  and  alfrioft  from 
one  Body  to  another.  He  tells  us  The 
Houfes  which  before  were  full  of  the  Dead,  were 
now  again  inhabited  by  the  Living ;  and  the 
Shops,  which  had  been  mofl  part  of  the  TeAr 
(hut  up,  were  again  opened ,  and  the  Teople 
again  chearfuUy  went  about  their  wonted  oAf - 
fairs  of  Trade  and  Employ  ;  and  even  what  is 
almoft  beyond  belief,  thofe  Citizens,  who  were 
before  afraid ,  even  of  their  Friends  and  Relati¬ 
ons,  would ,  without  fear,  venture  into  the  Houfes 
and  Rooms  where  infeFled  Terfons  had  a  little 
before  breathed  their  La  ft ;  Nay,  fuch  Comforts  did 
infpire  the  languijhing  Teople ,  and  fuch  Confi¬ 
dence,  that  many  went  into  the  Beds,  where 
Terfons  had  died,  even  before  they  were 
Cold,  or  cleanfed  from  the  Stench  of  the 
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Disease.  I  would  gladly  know  of  Dr.  Mead, 
if  this,  and  the  mentioned  Hiftories,  are  Ex¬ 
periments  that  come  home  to  the  Purpofe. 
In  this  Account  of  Dr.  Hodges,  there  is  no 
want  of  a  Neft  or  Fumes ,  for  here  is  Wool,  1 
Linnen, Silk,  and,  perhaps,  even  treacherous: 
Cotton  it  felf,  the  moll  fecure  Plague-Keeper 
of  all  the  reft ;  yet  no  further  Contagion  ap¬ 
peared,  but  Men  eagerly  purfued  their  Bufi- 
nefs,  and  thought  only  how  to  repair  the  pafl 
Mortality ,  and  that  with  more  than  ordinary 
Succefs,  as  Dr.  Hodges  tells  us  in  this  Place, 
and  his  Relation  is  fully  confirm’d  by  the  Bills 
of  Mortality. 

It  is  now  very  manifeft,  that  Dr.  Mead  has 
not  given  any  tolerable,  or  probable  Account 
of  his  propagating  Caufes ;  and  that  every 
Thing  he  has  offer’d,  in  his  own  Way,  is  a 
Corruption  of  what  has  been  Paid  by  many 
Phyfieians,  Moreover,  he  does  not  yet  feem 
to  underftand  Matters  of  Propagation,  for  he 
makes  his  Caufes  propagate  by  tbemfelves,' 
contrary  to  the  common  and  known  Methods  | 
of  Nature.  In  this  he  is  not  only  unnatural, 
but  I  am  afraid,  that  this  his  Method  muft 
be  very  defective,  tho’  it  carries  his  peculiar 
mark  of  Excellency,  In  differing  from  the  Me¬ 
thods  taken  in  former  Times  among  us,  and  from 
tsohat  they  commonly  do  Abroad .  For  formerly 
here  in  England,  and  the  People  abroad, 
thought  it  neceffary  that  the  Seeds  of  the 
Plague  fhould,  like  other  Seedsj  have  a  pro- 
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per  Matrice  to  receive  them,  to  cherifih  them, 
and  to  rear  them  up  for  their  proper  and  pecu¬ 
liar  Ufes,  confonant  to  their  Nature.  They 
could  not  fee  how  a  Plague  could  more  thrive 
out  of  its  proper  Ground,  than  a  Grain  of 
Wheat ,  or  the  Seed  of  an  «s Apple.  So  that  it 
was  incumbent  on  Dr,  Mead,  to  have  fhown 
the  Difpofition  that  may  be  in  every  Man  to 
receive,  and  entertain  the  Plague,  and  with 
all  the  Variety  in  which  it  palpably  affeQs 
them.  For  a  Plague  has  often  laid  its  de¬ 
vouring  Hands  on  Children  and  Young  Men , 
when  it  has  fpared  the  Old ;  and,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  has  proved  fatal  to  &dge,  when  Youth 
has  been  excufed  :  Nor  has  a  Peftilence  that 
*affli£ted  Men  hurt  Women.  At  other  Times 
Men  and  Women  of  all  Ages  have  felt  its 
Strokes  promifcuoufly,  and  fome  have  conVer- 
fed  boldly  among  the  Sick  of  the  Plague  with 
Safety,  while  others  are  quickly  punifhed  for 
fheir  R-afhnels. 

It  was  very  remarkable,  that  there  was  not 
a  liritift)  Subjedf,  that  wintered  in  TOantzig 
in  that  hard  Froft,  and  Time  of  Peftilence, 
Received  any  Hurt,  while  Thoufands  of  the 
Natives  fell  on  their  Right  Hand,  and  Ten 
Thoufands  on  their  Left  :  This  happen’d  in 
the  Year  1713.  But  it  is  recorded  by  *  Uten- 
hovlus ,  that  in  a  cruel  Plague  that  raged  in 
Copenhagen,  all  Strangers,  Englijh ,  (Dutchf 
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Germans ,  were  not  affe&ed  with  it,  when  at 
the  lame  Time  it  made  Havock  among  the 
Inhabitants ;  yet  thole  Foreigners  went  freely 
everywhere  among  the  infected  People,  and 
into  the  infected  Houfes. 

What  could  Dr.  Mead  mean  by  fo  grofs  an 
Overfight,  in  an  Article,  too,  fo  material  for 
preventing  peftilential  Contagion?  This  Dif- 
pofition,  to  be  affefted  peculiarly  by  the 
Plague,  is  not  neglected  by  Biffocrates ,  Ga- 
Jen,  or  any  good  Author  of  fucceding  Ages; 
tho’  they  had  the  fame  Reafon  to  profefs  their 
Ignorance,  as  Dr.  Mead  has  to  conceal  his  at 
this  Time  ;  for  he  is  fure  to  make  no  Confeffi- 
on  of  this  kind,  howfoever  it  may  otherwife 
appear.  I  hope  he  will  not  call  this  a  great  , 
‘Digrefjion,  as  we  find  he  did  formerly,  on  a 
like  Occafion.  Fernelius  declares,  that  it  is 
very  hard  and  difficult  to  knew,  what  it  is 
that  renders  every  Body  obnoxious  to  the 
Plague.  And  Tlaterus  makes  this  ingenuous 
Confeffion,  That  as  I  would  gladly  learn  what 
this  IDijpofition  of  an  ObjeQ:  may  be ;  fo  I  very 
readily  confefs,  that  I  know  nothing  of  it, 
though  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  this  Poifon 
a£ls  very  differently,  according  to  the  various 
Difpofitions  of  the  Body.  And,  what  Hurt  had 
it  done  Dr.  Mead's  Chara&er  to  have  owned, 
That  no  aAgent  can  do  any  Thing  without  a 
fit  cDif(>cfition  in  the  Tatient  ?  But,  how  dares 
he  undertake  to  give  Rules  for  preventing  a 
Pefulence,  and  proceed  in  corrupting  the 
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Means  of  Knowledge  that  are  common  among 
other  Phyiicians,  and  absolutely  negleft  this 
Difpofition  ?  It  is  for  this  Reafon,  that  we  hear 
them  {peaking  another  Language  than  Doctor 
Mead  does,  even  while  they  talk  of  what  he 
calls  his  propagating  Caufes.  Hear  the  ex¬ 
cellent,  and  learned  Fracaflorius *  *.  Contagion , 
fays  he,  takes  its  Rife,  often  from  the  Air ;  it 
often  paiTes  from  one  Perfon  to  another ;  it  is 
often  receiv’d  by  a  Fames ;  and  it  fometimes 
has  its  fit  ft  Origine  and  Beginning  in  our  [elves. 
Hence  it  is  we  find  Dr.  Hodges,  in  the  com- 
mon  Language  of  Phyficians,  averting,  that 
if  our  Things  are  necejfary  to  a  Contagion.  Firft, 
2  hat  there  is  an  Efflux  of  the  contagious  Semi- 
nium,  or  Seed.  Secondly,  That  there  is  a 
convenient  Medium  for  the  contagious  1 V articles 
to  move  through,  and  be  conveyed  by.  Thirdly, 
<sA  Fitnefs  in  the  Subjeft  to  receive  and  cherifi 
the  contagious  Effluvia .  (And,  Fourthly,  A 
due  Stay  of  this  Seminium.  So  that  it  is  much 
to  be  feared,  that  Dr.  Mead  will  fuffer  grie¬ 
vously  in  explaining  his  darling  ‘Phenomena,  to 
which  v/e  are  next  to  return  ;  and  no  lefs  in 
teaching  us,  in  the  following  Part  of  his  ‘Dif 
courfe,  how  to  prevent  the  filent  Approaches 
of  the  Peffilence,  and  to  fupprefs  its  Poifoa,  if 
it  fhould  appear  among  us :  All  which  he  gra- 
ciouily  promifes  to  perform,  and  that  in  a 
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newer  and  perfe&er  Method  than  was  ever 
done  before. 

I  have  followed  Dr.  Mead  with  great  Pati¬ 
ence,  into  his  real  and  propagating  Caufes  of  | 
the  Plague ;  becaufe  they  are  the  ‘ Principles 
and  Ground-work  upon  which  he  is  to  build 
the  Explication  of  his  Appearances,  and  the 
Method  of  preventing  and  curing  the  Plague ; 
and  if  that  Should  prove  defective,  the  whole 
Work  will  fall  into  Ruins  of  it  felf,  without 
doing  it  the  leaft  Violence:  And  thereby  I 
Shall  neither  tire  my  Reader,  nor  trouble  my  j 
felf,  and  only  touch  upon  thofe  Things  very 
Slightly,  where  he  has  either  departed  from  the 
Truth,  or  contradicted  himfelf.  For,  after  j 
the  Foundation  of  any  Pofition  is  over-turned, 
there  is  nothing  more  to  be  done,  but  merely 
to  repeat  what  is  already  proved,  and  that  as 
often  as  the  Pofition  is  offered  and  afligned. 
And  therefore  it  rauft  not  be  expe&ed  that  any 
one  will  fpend,  and  wafte  his  Time,  in  the 
purfuit  of  every  Trifle,  with  the  like  exaCt- 
nefs  and  fuflnefs :  That  may  be,  perhaps,  the 
Bufinefs  of  an  Orator,  but  never  of  a  Philofo* 
pher.  I  have  been  purpofely  thus  prolix,  that 
I  may  be  Shorter  in  putting  an  End  to  the  re¬ 
mainder  ;  nor  have  I  leifure  to  animadvert  on 
all  the  Blunders  of  this  Author. 

I  have  already  Shewn  the  Impotency  of  Dr, 
Mead  in  managing  an  Argument ;  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  I  have  over-turned  and  exploded 
fome  common  Opinions,  that  were  by  him 
. . •  '  weakly'; 
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weakly  defended  ;  and  that,  becaufe  it  is  of 
great  Ufe  and  Importance  that  Mankind  be 
rightly  apprized  of  them.  Hew  eafily  are 
any  Man’s  Fears  difpell’d  ?  What  real  Secu¬ 
rity  does  he  acquire,  when  his  Reafon  is  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  VI ague  of  Vefiilence  is  not  be¬ 
got  by  any  Contagion ,  properly  fpeaking?  That 
this  Plague  is  not  propagated  from  the  Body  of 
a  Sick  Perfon  into  the  Body  of  the  Sound :  That 
it  makes  no  Neftj  is  not  cherifhed7  nor  nurfed 
in  [oft  or  porous  Bodies,  that  its  Seeds  may  be 
propagated  and  conveyed  into  far  difiant  Coun¬ 
tries.  And  therefore,  as  we  are  to  follow  Dr. 
Mead  in  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Short  rDif« 
courfe ,  we  mu  ft  go  back  to  confide  r  forne  Phe¬ 
nomena,  he  thought  fit  to  premife  to  his  In¬ 
quiries  about  Contagion ,  but  what,  I  hope 
every  Reader  will  think,  are  moft  properly 
eonfidered  in  this  Place,  if  he  will  pardon  the 
confidering  them  at  all. 

The  firft  Thing  we  are  prefeoted  with,  is 
a  heavy  Charge  againft  the  Winds,  for  not 
doing  their  Duty  ;  but  that  ALolus  himfelf  is 
an  & Aider  and  oAhettor  of  Plagues,  by  not 
fending  his  Winds  Abroad,  and  thereby  flag- 
nating  the  Air;  for  we  are  taught  in  this  cu¬ 
rious  Difcourfe, *  *  That  the  Ufe  of  Winds  is  to 
purify  the  <*Air  by  their  Motion .  But  this 
Charge  is  altogether  falfe,  and  ill  grounded, 
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becaufe,  Wind  in  England  is  put  to  many 
Ufes  ;  it  not  only  blows  cold,  but  it  blows 
hot ;  it  fans  our  Ladies,  and  our  Corn  too ; 
it  dries  Linnen,  and  fails  our  Ships,  &c.  Be- 
fides,  this  Charge  is  abfolutely  fa  He,  for  the 
Phyfician  that  has  left  an  Account  of  the 
Winds  Behaviour  in  1665  tells  us,  That  it 
was  very  dutiful,  and,  that  the  whole  Sum¬ 
mer  was  refrefhed  with  moderate  Breezes, 
fufficient  to  prevent  the  Air’s  Stagnation  and 
Corruption,  and  £0  carry  off  the  peflilential 
Steams:  The  Heat  was  like  wife  too  mild  to 
encourage  fuch  Corruption  and  Fermentation 
as  helps  to  taint  the  animal  Fluids.  And 
therefore  howfoever  fond  Dr*  Mead  is  of  Stag¬ 
nation,  through  any  failure  of  the  Winds,  it  is 
certain  that  they  were  then  very  blamelefs, 
let  the  Doftor  find  his  Stagnation  where  he  can. 
Moreover,  the  Phyficians  were  not  of  Opini¬ 
on,  at  that  Time  f ,  that  the  'Air  was  in  fad¬ 
ed,  and  therefore  Doftor  Hodges  tells  us,  That 
they  were  againfi:  making  Fires,  for  the  Rea- 
fon  of  this  Purity  of  Air  ;  and,  that  Fires  are 
only  proper  when  it  is  impure  and  corrupted . 
After  this  Account  of  Things,  who  will  que- 
ftion  Dr.  Mead's  great  Acute nefs  and  Accura¬ 
cy  in  making  Observations;  or,  whether  am 
not  I  more  to  be  blamed  for  obferving  thofe 
Trifles  of  the  Doctor  ?  Yet  I  cannot  avoid 
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making  one  fhort  Obfervation  more,  which 
may  proceed  from  the  fmall  Regard  the  Doc¬ 
tor  has  to  Memory  ;  for  at  two  Pages  off  hd 
affures  us,  That  our  Air  is  not  diftofed  to  receive 
juch  (  contagious  )  Imfrejfions ;  then  what 
need  we  mind  the  Stagnation  of  the  Air  ?  Is 
there  a  Man  in  England ,  that  will  not  forgive 
him  this  Contradiflion,  if  he  will  make  the 
laft  part  of  it  good  ? 

But  we  are  immediately  to  have  more  Com¬ 
fort  of  this  Kind  ;  for  he  affures  us,  That 
‘ Plagues  feem  to  le  of  the  Growth  of  the 
Southern  ^WEaffern  Tarts  of  the  World  ;  and 
I  am  forry  that  they  only  feem  to  be  fo ;  be- 
caufewhat  follows  may  feem  only  to  be  true, 
That  there  is  not  in  this  Ijland  particularly  y  any 
one  Infiance  of  a  peftilential  T)ifeaje  among  usf 
of  great  Conference,  that  we  have  not  received 
from  other  inf e fried  \ Places .  Here  is  another 
Draw-back  upon  us  again :  A  peflilential  rDif- 
eafe  of  any  Confequence  !  Is  any  Plague  in 
a  Country  without  Confequence  ?  Surely 
many  Widows  and  Orphans  find  it  otherwife. 
But  the  Doftor  will  make  amends  for  Families 
brought  to  Ruin  and  Poverty,  by  the  iofs  of 
Parents  and  Husbands;  by  ridding  us  of  a 
vulgar  Error,  of  the  Plague  vifiting  us  once  in 
Thirty  or  Forty  Years.  So  that  if  a  Plague 
brings  a  mighty  Calamity  along  with  it,  we 
may  comfort  our  felves,  that  it  comes  but 
feldom. 
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This  was  the  very  Purpofe  for  which  he 
wave  us,  with  great  Affurance,  the  Origine  of 
Plagues ;  becaufe  he  would  charitably  refcue 
us  from  ail  Opinion  propagated  by  oAuthors  of 
great  Name ,  that  we  are  vifited  with  the 
"Plague  once  in  thirty  or  forty  Tears ;  which  is 
a  mere  Taney ,  without  any  Foundation  either  in 
Reafon  or  Experience ;  I  cannot  affign  any 
Reafon  for  the  Plague  thus  vifiting  us  :  but 
Experience  is  not  of  the  fide  of  the  terrible, 
but  common  Opinion,  as  Hodges  *  affures  us, 
and  the  Bills  of  Mortality  confirm ;  for  there 
we  find  it  has  vifited  us  oftner,  with  all  its 
Tokens ,  "Buboes ,  and  Carbuncles ,  and  more 
than  once  fince  that  Time,  if  Dr.  Mead's  pe- 
ftilential  ‘ Vifeafes ,  of  fmaller  Confequence, 
are  admitted. 

Now  if  the  Plague  of  Peftilence  has  thus 
frequently  {hewn  it  felf,  in  its  moft  terrible 
manner,  and  very  often  not  fo  terribly,  how 
can  People  prevent  taking  Fright  at  the  Kjng 
of  Terrors?  Or,  with  What  Face  can  Dr.  Mead 
call  terrible  Death,  vain  Fears  ?  Can  a  reafon- 
able  People,  relying  on  Hiftory,  and  their 
own  Experience  of  Things,  be  delivered  from 
their  Fears,  by  a  bold  Affertion,  that  can  pro¬ 
ceed  from  no  other  Caufe,  than  great  Igno¬ 
rance,  or  the  worft  Opinion  of  the  Reafon  and 
Experience  6f  Mankind,  that  they  are  fubje£f 
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to  fo  grofs  an  Impofition,  as  to  take  Comfort  in 
the  molt  lamentable  Danger,  expofed  to  Death, 
and  forjaken  by  their  deareft  Friends ;  and  all 
upon  an  Aflertion,  that  is  neither  grounded  on 
Kjiowledge,  nor  Integrity?  It  may  be  a  pi  a 
Frans ,  a  well  meant  Cheat ,  but  it  cannot  be 
of  any  manner  of  Ule. 

The  trueft  Comfort  arifes  from  an  Opinion, 
That  an  Advifer  knows  what  he  fays;  and 
fays,  what  in  his  Confcience  he  believes  to  be 
true.  How  much  greater  is  the  Comfort  we 
take,  from  a  Perfwafion  that  the  Plague  fel- 
dom,  or  never,  paffes  from  one  Body  into 
another,  as  was  lately  proved  ?  As  alfo,  that 
Observations  rather  inform  us  of  the  Seeds  of  a 
Peftilence,  feldom,  or  never,  being  brought 
over  to  us  in  foreign  Goods ;  and  befides  thefe 
two  Perfwafions,  founded  on  Reafon  and  Ex¬ 
perience,  we  have  the  Authority  of  the  beft 
Phyficians  in  all  Ages,  that  the  Plague,  nor 
any  other  Difeafe,  is  fpeedily  generated.  By 
the  firft  of  thofe  Accounts,  we  have  fewer 
Chances  for  being  fick  ;  and  we  are  fure,  by 
the  Second,  that  we  have  Time  to  prevent  it, 
or  to  take  the  Diftemper  early,  before  it  is  fet¬ 
tled  into  a  Habit,  or  confirmed  in  a  Difeafe. 
Such  Reafoning,  fuch  Obfervation,  is  proceed- 
ing  on  good  and  firm  Ground  ;  the  other,  al¬ 
together  depends  on  the  Knowledge  and  Ho- 
nelly  of  the  Jnfurer,  which  can  never  be  de-, 
j  ended  on,  if  wehave  any  doubt  about  his  Sin¬ 
cerity,  or  Underlianding. 
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Wha  tDoftor  Mead  has  already  faid,  is  con« 
trary  to  the  Experience  of  Mankind,  and  is 
purely  iupported  on  his  bare  Affertion ;  and 
.  therefore,  l  am  afraid  no  great  Comfort  can 

be  reafonably  taken  from  it. 

His  next  Affertion,  about  the  Sweating  Sick- 
nefs,  labours  under  all  the  Defeats  imaginable. 
He  will  not  allow  it  to  be  of  "Britijh  Original ; 
nay,  that  it  is  a  "Plague  abated  in  it r  Violence  by 
the  mild  Temperament  of  our  Climate .  He,  after¬ 
wards,  brings  it  from  France ,  and  clears  the 
French  of  its  being  bred  among  them  ;  for 
they,  fays  he,  brought  it  from  the  Siege  of 
Rhodes /  Can  any  Man  equal  this  Doftor  in 
Affertion?  Or  in  quoting  Hiftory  abfurdly  ? 
For  it  carries  the  Name  of  Sudor  vAngl'icw* 
and  our  Country  charged  for  having  produced 
it.  All  foreign  Phyficians  declare  it  peculiar 
to  England  \  and,  that  a  parcel  of  it  v/ent  in¬ 
to  Holland]  but  neither  French,  nor  Italian 
Fhyfician,  heard  any  Thing  of  it,  in  their 
own  Country,  nor  among  the  Greek  Iflands; 
and  the  ‘ Dutch  fix  the  Scene  of  the  Sweating 
Sicknefs  in  England.  So  the  Sweating  Sick- 
nefs  was  four  Times  in  England ,  and  no 
where  elfe ;  yet  it  is  the  Fag-end  of  the  Plague 
brought  from  Rhodes,,  and  thither  God  knows 
how,  or  from  Whence  :  But  all  this  fupported 
by  much  foreign  Reading. 

He  calls  this  ‘Diftemper  a  Tlague  with  lef- 
Jen'd  Force ,  becaufe  the  Symptoms  of  it  were 
of  that  Kjnd,  tho 7  in  a  lefs  ^Degree,  as  great 
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taint: ns fs  and  Inquietudes ,  inward  Burning , 
Tains  in  the  Heady  a  Delirium,  See.  I  am 
glad  we  have  Dr.  Mead’s  Defcription  of  a 
Plague,  it  being  the  firft  Time  he  has  ven¬ 
tur’d  to  mention  it ;  and,  to  do  him  Juftice, 
he  has  touched  upon  it  very  gently:  But,  if 
this  is  the  Plague,  we  are  not  feldom,  but  of¬ 
ten  vifited  with  it.  So  there  ends  our  Comfort. 

Is  this  truly  a  Plague,  feehle  and  week  thro’ 
travelling  p  And  did  infinite  Perfons  die  fud- 
denly  of  it  ?  And  that  in  Twenty  four  Hours. 
Pray,  what  can  we  think  happen’d  to  the 
Nations  that  felt  the  fharp  end  of  if,  and 
thofe  that  came  under  its  Fury,  long  before  it 
reach’d  us  ?  Surely  more  than  infinite  Perfons 
of  them  muff  have  perilbed,  and  in  infinitely 
fhorter  Time  than  Twenty  four  Hours,  fo 
that  great  Trafts  of  Country  muft  have  been 
difpeopled  in  one  Day.  Can  any  Man  think 
an  ALra  as  remarkable  as  the  Deluge,  could 
pafsin  Hiftory  without  Obfervation?  Or,  that 
all  Hiftorians  fhould  overlook  fo  great  a  Won¬ 
der,  the  very  Soul  of  an  Hiftorian,  and  all  to 
fix  a  Calumny  on  our  Englifh  Air,  and  to  call 
a  monjlrom  Difeafe  a  Britifb  Fever  ?  It  muft 
be  owned,  that  the  Doftor  is  the  greateft 
Traveller  that  ever  was;  for  he  has  enter¬ 
tained  us  with  the  moft  admirable  and  fur  pri¬ 
cing  Relation  of  the  Feats  and  Travels  of  a 
Plague  that  ever  was  told, 

'I  his  fufficiently  (hews  the  great  Candor  of 
our  Author,  and  his  great  Judgment  in  com- 
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paring  Difeafes,  as  has  been  already  noted  by 
another  Hand ;  for  if  a  Plague  kills  infinite 
Perfons  in  Twenty  four  Hours,  T  cannot  fee 
how  properly  it  can  be  called  Feeble  ;  nay, 
If  a  true  Judgment  is  made  of  it,  the  Plague 
in  France  is  not  to  be  compared  to  it  for  its 
Strength;  and,  God  knows,  the  French  find 
its  Power  too  great,  and  God  grant  that  we 
may  never  try  its  Feeblenefs.  Our  Author’s 
'Judgment  is  no  lefs  confpicuous,  in  comparing 
What  he  calls  the  'Dunkirk  Fever,  with  the 
Sweating  Sicknefs,  for  that  was  neither  an 
Ephemera  of  one,  nor  of  more  Days ;  neither 
did  it  terminate  in  Twenty  four  Hours.  How 
then  are  thofe  two  Difeafes  alike,  that  have 
nothing  of  the  fame  Features  or  Refemblance, 
no  more  than  the  Time  of  their  Duration  was 
the  fame.  Befides,  this  was  not  the  Fag-end 
of  any  Plague,  but  a  Fever  we  find  to  be  very 
common  in  all  the  Marfhy  Places  in  the  Low 
Countries ;  and  what  the  Dutch  call  a  Fever 
from  the  Polders,  and  that  happens  in  the 
end  of  a  hot  Summer,  or  in  the  beginning  of 
the  Autumn. 

But  if  I  may  guefs  by  the  Cant  Name  we  find 
this  Fever  bears,  of  the  Dunkirk  Fever,  I  may 
believe  the  Do&or  means  that  Schelick  Fever 
that  happened  in  1715  ;  but  I  will  not  anfwer 
for  the  Time:-  This  Fever  was  then  called  the 
Galloping  Fever,  becaufe  too  many  Phyficians 
knew  not  a  more  proper  Name  for  it,  and  it 
was  a  new  Difeafe  to  them.  This  Fever  in¬ 
deed 
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deed  lafted  3  or  4  Days,  and  often  went  off 
with  a  gentle  Sweat,  but  killed  no  body, 
whatever  Method  they  took  for  curing  it,  or 
that  they  did  not  any  thing  for  its  Cure.  Now, 
with  Submiffion  to  the  great  Dr.  Mead ,  I 
cannot  find  the  Relation  and  Likenefs  this 
Galloping  Fever  has  to  the  Sweating  Sicknefs , 
Native  of  England ,  in  the  very  beginning,  and 
the  end  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII. 

One  Obfervation  I  would  make  from  the 
foregoing  Accounts,  and  that  is  very  comfort¬ 
able  to  "Patients  and  their  Phyficians ;  that, 
hereafter ,  neither  of  thefe  will  think  them- 
felves  ill  ufed,  for  Dr.  Mead's  faying,  that  a 
Phyfician  (efpecially  if  he  hates  or  fears  him 
more  than  the  Plague)  has  miftaken  his  Dif- 
eafe,  and  has  prelcrib’d  improperly  on  that, 
or  any  other  Account :  and  that  becaufe  we 
find  him  little  acquainted  with  the  Defcriptions 
of  Difeafes,  and  not  over-faithful  in  relating 
them.  Let  this  Corollary,  Scholium ,  or  which 
of  this  Language  he  affects,  never  depart  from 
the  Memory  of  a  judicious,  reafonable  Pati¬ 
ent,  or  his  or  her  Phyfician. 

I  ought  not  to  remark  further  in  this  firft 
Part,  if  he  did  not  expefl:  I  fhould  not  omit 
what  he  fays  of  the  Fury  of  the  Plague  in 
1 665.  This  Scene  is  prepared  by  calling  in  a 
Difpofition  to  Contagion  that  is  in  every,  the 
very  beft  of,  Air  ;  and  hereby  we  felt  this  Ca¬ 
lamity  of  a  Plague  in  this  Year.  He  fays,  It 
contimed  in  this  City  about  ten  Months ;  and 
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fwept  away  hy  Computation  97506  Terfons.  He 
Will  have  it  allowed,  that  the  Difeafe  came  by 
Cotton ;  and  he  charges  the  Duration  of  it  on 
the  Government,  by  their  ordering  to  fhut  up 
the  Houfes.  But  this  is  the  Unhappiriefs  of 
this  Phyfician,  that  he  makes  every  Relation 
either  incredible,  or  frivolous,  when  he  would 
point  out  its  Greatnefs,  and  make  us  feel  it.  i 
cannot  tell  where  he  pick’d  up  this  Account ; 
But  he  makes  it  lefs  terrible  than  it  was  truly* 
by  mifreprefenting  the  Fa£t.  Dr.  Hodges  tells 
us,  that  fome  computed  the  Lois  by  the  Plague 
to  have  been  One  Hundred  Thoufand  ;  and 
herein  he  is  followed  by  Do&or  Rofary,  alias 
Anodyne-Necklace :  but  no  body  can  tell  Dr. 
M’s  Voucher. 

But  if  we  confult  the  Bill  of  Mortality  of 
that  Year,  we  find  only  fifty  Thoufand  one 
Hundred  and  22  ;  and  if  we  add  \  Mr* 
Graunt  proves  to  he  fupprefled  in  the  Account, 
there  will  he  fixty  fix  Thoufand  fix  Hun¬ 
dred  and  96  died  of  the  Plague  in  1665. 
But  if  we  confider  that  it  began  about  the 
"zqth  of  'December,  1664.  and  ended  the  2 6th 
of  September,  1665.  we  find  it  did  not  Iaft  a* 
bove  nine  Months.  Confider  likewife,  that 
from  the  27^/6  of  ‘December  to  the  6th  of  June 
Inclufively  there  only  died  92.  and  therefore  the 
Mortality  is  to  be  reckoned  from  the  1  yh  of 
June ,  1665.  to  the  2 6th  of  September  in  that 
Year.  Now  if  we  take  the  Mortality  to  have 
been  equal  (as  it  was  not)  from  the  i^th  of 

June 
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June  to  the  2 6th  of  September,  the  Mortality 
did  not  laft  above  16  Weeks:  So  that  the 
Mortality  was  really  greater  than  if  there  had 
died  equally  100000  in  ten  Months  ;  for  in 
this  Cafe  there  only  died  2500  each  Week : 
but  by  the  true  Account  there  died  4162,  a 
far  greater  Mortality,  and  far  more  terrible, 
than  what  is  brought  on  the  former  Suppofi- 
tion,  about  the  time  the  Plague  lafted,  and 
the  Havock  that  it  made  in  that  time. 

It  is  not  only  the  Numbers  that  fall  by  the 
Plague  that  ftrike  Terror  into  Men,  but  the 
Suddennefs  and  Manner  of  Dying  heighten 
our  Fears,  and  make  every  thing  more  terri¬ 
ble  ;  for  Phyficians  have  been  Strangers  to  the 
Difeafe,  nor  have  their  Remedies  been  able  to 
give  any  Check  to  its  Fury.  The  People  die 
with  Medicines  and  without  them,  and  thofe 
that  have  feemed  to  be  ufeful  in  one  Cafe, 
have  feldom  failed  to  prove  hurtful  in  ano¬ 
ther.  No  body  is  found  ftrong  enough  to  re¬ 
fill:  it,  neither  they  who  had  the  beft  Confti* 
tution,  nor  they  who  have  been  treated  in  the 
beft  Method.  But  what  is  mod  grievous,  on 
thofe  Occa lions,  is  the  great  Defpair  that  feizes 
the  Infefted,  who  are  fo  far  from  fubmitting 
to  the  molt  proper  Endeavours  that  may  be 
made  for  their  Cure,  that  they  abandon,  and 
give  themfelves  up  as  helplefs,  and  out  of  the 
Power  of  any  Relief:  while  the  Difeafe  gets 
Ground,  acquires  new  Strength,  and  lays  de¬ 
folate  the  mod  populous  Cities. 


I 
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I  fliail  end  my  Remarks  on  the  firft  Part  of 
the  (hort  Difcourfe ,  in  the  Words  of  the  late 
Bifhop  of  Rochefler  *,  who  defcribes  this  ter- 
title  Article  very  pathetically. 

Here,  lies  a  Mother  and  her  Child  ; 

The  Infant  fuck'd  as  yet ,  and  fmiPd  ; 

Hut  ftrait  by  its  own  Food  was  kill'd : 

There  Tarents  bngg'd  their  Children  lafl  * 
Here ,  prating  Lovers  lafl  embrac’d ; 

Hut  yet  not  parting  neither  : 

They  both  expir'd,  and  went  away  together . 
The  Friend  does  hear  his  Friend's  lafl  Cries  ; 
Tarts  his  Grief  for  him,  and  then  dies ; 

Lives  not  enough  to  clofe  his  Eyes . 

The  Father ,  at  his  Heath , 

Speaks  his  Son  Heir, wit  ban  in fe  thorn \ Breath * 
In  the  fame  Hour  the  Son  does  take 
His  Father's  Will \  and  his  own  make. 

The  Servant  needs  not  here  he  flam , 

To  (efve  his  Mafler  in  the  other  World  again  j 
They  languijlnng  together  lie  ; 

Their  Souls  away  together  file  : 

The  Husband  gaffs  ;  his  Wife  lies  by  : 

It  tnufl  be  her  turn  next  to  die  ; 

The  Husband  and  the  Wife 
Too  truly  now  are  one,  and  live  one  Life  : 
That  Couple ,  who  the  Gods  did  entertain r 
Had  made  their  Trayers  here  in  vain  : 

No  Fates  in  Heath  could  them  divide  \ 

‘  They  muft,  without  their  5 Privilege ,  together 

(both  have  dy'd. 

PART 
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PART  II.  Explained. 


-J§R  T  is  with  the  create  ft  Pie  a  (lire  we  en-; 
I  ter  upon  the  Method  of  'preventing, 
£§^5  tho’  not  of  curing  this  infidiom  Enemy 
of  Mankind,  which  very  juftly  has  filled  die 
World  with  Fear  and  Horror.  For  this  Rea- 
fon,  and  that  Matters  may  proceed  not  only 
in  greater  Order,  hut  alfo  with  greater  Truths 
Dr.  Mead  has  gone  through  much  Thilofophy 
and  Theory  in  Medicine ,  with  great  Labour 
and  Fatigue  ;  even  t o  fainting  away,  de/pair - 
ing  often  in  doing  any  thing  to  his  own  Satift 
faction,  knowing  by  touch  Experience,  that 
the  World  is  not  fo  hard  to  pleafe. 

And  therefore,  he  begins  this  fecond  Part, 
by  felling  us,  how  great  a  Satisfaction  it  is,  to 
know  that  the  T  l ague  is  no  Native  of  our  Coun¬ 
try.  I  hope  he  is  fatisfy’d  with  this  Conceit, 
but  lam  afraid  few  People  find  any  new  Aft 
ftirance,  and  Courage,'  lpringing  up  in  them, 
upon  this  Affertion  ;  or  that  they  can  have  a 
better  Heart  to  face  the  Plague  more  boldly, 
if  it  foould  be  our  Misfortune  to  have  a  Vi  fit 
from  it  at  this  time. 
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But  in  what  Page  does  this  Defflonftration 
lie?  He  has  only  told  us,  hitherto,  that  the 
pure  Air  is  only  infeBed  with  peftilenttal 
Steams ,  that  rife  out  of  Bogs  ;  or  out  of  Men 
that  have  died  of  the  Plague ;  or  elfe  that  thefe 
Steams  were  packed  up  in  Goods,  and  with 
them  carried  from  one  Country  into  another  : 
and  tho’  this  be  bravely  told,  without  any 
Reafon  affigned  for  it;  yet  we  know  not 
where  thev  firft  have  their  Origine,  and  of 
what  Country  they  are  Natives.  We  have 
feen  an  Original  Englifh  Plague,  that  came 
from  no  Place  in  the  World,  and  took  up  its 
Abode  altogether  here ;  and  whether  all  the 
reft,  that  have  afflided  our  Ifland,  ate  Na¬ 
tives  or  Foreigners,  is  nothing  lo  cleat,  as  to 
build  any  great  Satisfadion  upon.  And  there- 
fore,  I  do  think,  with  the  Dodor,  that  all 
Means  fhould  be  found  out  to  keep  our  j  elves 
clear  from  it ;  tho’  we  can  find  no  great  En¬ 
couragement  from  what  he  yet  has  told  us. 

This  Caution,  as  he  tells  us,  con  lifts  ot  two 
Parts  :  The  Preventing  its  being  brought  into 
our  Ifland  ;  and,  The  putting  a  flop  to  its  Jf  read- 
im  among  us.  But,  as  the  Dodoi  has  a  veiy 
ilf  Memory,  and  feldom  pertorms  what  he 
promifes,  give  me  leave  to  put  him  in  mind 
of  a  Promife,  in  his  Preface ;  that  his  Method 
will  be  different  from  that  taken  in  former 
limes  among  us,  and  from  what  they  commonly 
do  abroad  .-Tho’  we  have  no  Encouragement 
to  think,  that  it  will  prove  agreeable  to  Reojon. 
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The  Doctor  is  very  full  on  this  firff  Head 
of  Caution,  and  beffows  no  fewer  than 
nine  Pages  about  Quarantines,  and  Lazaret- 
toes  ;  but  as  there  is  nothing  newer  (aid  of 
them  than  what  has  been  known,  thefe  two 
hundred  Years ;  I  leave  that  Affair  to  the  Ci¬ 
vil  Magiftrate,  whofe  Care  can  never  exceed, 
when  it’s  employed  for  the  Good  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple.  But  as  far  as  we  may  depend  upon  the 
firff,  and  Philofophical  Part  of  this  Difcourfe, 
there  is  no  great  Occafion  for  either  of  them  : 
We  live  a  great  way  from  the  South  of  France , 
and  the  Doctor  has  allured  us,  that  the  Plague 
cannot  reach  us,  by  fome  hundreds  of  Miles. 
For,  to  our  Satisfaction  be  it  remember’d, 
that  Air  it  felf  is  very  pure  and  harmlefs ;  nor 
can  it  otherwife  be  infe&ed,  than  by  peftilen- 
tial  Steams  iffuing  cut  of  Bodies,  at  the  end  of 
the  Difeafe  ;  as  alfo,  that  they  cannot  travel 
any  length,  if  there  is  not  a  Difpofition  in 
the  Air,  which  it  only  has  when  fuppofed. 
And  therefore,  we  are  very  little  obnoxious 
to  a  Plague,  and  confequently  have  no  great 
Occafion  for  Lazar ettoes  or  Quarantines . 

I  cannot  omit,  without  incurring  Difplea.- 
fure,  the  pretty  Expedient  the  DoCfor  recom¬ 
mends,  for  difeovering  when  the  Plague  has 
forfaken  a  Parcel  of  Goods;  and  that  becaufe 
he  might  forefee  a  Queftion  might  arife,  about 
the  Time  they  fhould  ferve  their  Quarantine  ; 
and  whether  forty  Days  were  fufficient.  His 
Anfwer  is  fine  !  why;  we  muft  jet  little  ‘Birds 
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nj>oti  the  exfofed  Goods.  But,  may  not  the 
Attempt  prove  dangerous,  and  as  dangerous 
as  to  let  a  lighted  Match  to  a  good  large  Bar¬ 
rel  of  Gun-powder.  The  Reaforv  far  this  Ex¬ 
periment-,  is,  becaufe  it  has  been  obferved  in 
times  of  the  Plague,  that  that  Country  isfor- 
faken  by  the  Birds ;  and  for  this  he  quotes 
‘ Diemerbroeck. 

How  beautifully  are  fuch  Prefages  related 
by  Lucretius,  Virgil ,  Ovid ,  and  other  Poets  ; 
but  hew  inlipidly  are  they  mifapplied  on  this 
Occafien.  Phylicians  have  carefully  obferved 
and  recorded,  every  thing  confiderable  and 
extraordinary  that  preceded  the  Peftilence  ; 
and  that  in  orderto  provide  themfeives  againft 
it,  and  to  give  the  Alarm  of  its  firft  Ap¬ 
proaches,' that  People  may  provide  for  their 
Safety  in  time.  Some  of  thefe  Prefages  are 
taken  from  the  Heavens •,  feme  from  the  nAir ; 
others  from  the  Earth-,  and  many  from  the 
Waters. 

— — Scejye  exiguics  Mus 
cAugmium  tibi  trifie  dabit. 

But  as  the  Consideration  of  thofe  Prefages 
do  not  fall  properly  in  my  way  ar  this  time; 
we  proceed  next  to  confider,  how  a  flop  is  put 
to  the  Plague,  in  Cafe,  through  a  MiJ carriage 
in  the  Tub  ink  Care,  by  the  Neglett  of  Officers, 
or  other-idle,  jucb  a  Calamity  jbould  be  Juffered 
to  iefal  us. 


And 
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And  here  we  mull  obferve,  that  this  Art 
of  Quarantines,  and  Lazar ettoes,  is  fo  infalli¬ 
ble,  that  we  may  blame  the  Civil  Magiftrate, 
and  his  Officers,  if  ever  the  Plague  is  fuffered 
to  pome  among  us.  For  my  part,  I  cannot 
think  any  Government  fo  foolifhly  malicious 
to  fuffer  a  Plague  to  come  into  their  Coun¬ 
try,  if  they  knew  how  to  avoid  it.  But  that 
we  may  not  {lightly  bring  an  ill  Report 
againft  Governors  ;  the  Phyficians  are  to  be 
blamed,  when  the  Orders  of  the  Civil  Magi- 
{Irate  are  hurtful ;  for  he  always  takes  Coun- 
fel  with  Phyficians  in  all  Matters,  relating 
to  Nature  and  Health ;  This  has  been  the 
Practice  in  all  Nations,  and  in-  all  Times, 
fince  Mankind  has  been -go verg’d  by  Law; 
and  if  thefe  wrong  Meafures  are  owing  to  the 
Ignorance  of  the  true  Nature  of  Contagion , 
furely  it’s  none  of  the  Magiftrate’s  Bufinefs  to 
difeover  it. 

The  Magiftrate  may  contradict  his  former 
Orders,  for  any  Thing  that  is  better,  atleaft 
not  fo.  pernicious,  as  thole  whereunto  he  was 
led  by  Phyficians.  But  the  Phyficians  in  Lon- 
don  might  not  have  advifed  the  (hutting  up  of 
Houfes,  if  they  had  remember’d  the  fatal  Ex¬ 
periments  of  it  in  other  Countries,  recorded  in 
Books  of  Phyfick.  Mercurials  tells  us,  how 
the  Houfes  were  flint  up  in  Milan  on  this  Oc~ 
cafion,  but  that  the  Magiftrates  found  their 
Miftake  in  a  Week,  and  let  them  open  again, 
very  much  to  the  Comfort  of  the  Healthy,  and 

Re- 
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Relief' of  the  Sick.  The  fame  learned  Author 
informs  us,  that  burning  infe&ed  Goods  was 
found  to  do  great  Mifchief  in  a  Plague  in  Ta- 
dua ,  and  what  then  fhail  we  think  of  our 
celebrated  Phyfician,  who  *  recommends  this 
Method  of  Burning?  f  Quafropter,  fays  the 
famous  Mercurialis ,  non  pcjjutn  commendar  e  eos, 
mi  bifce  temporibm  inf  set  as  fupeUettiles  m  tir- 
bibm  crem ant ,  profit erea  quod,  &c,  We  may 
furely  fay,  that  this  Error  is  not  only  owing  to 
his  Ignorance  of  the  true  Nature  of  Contagion, 
but  even  of  his  Ignorance  of  what  Phyficians 
do  Abroad. 

I  think  the  Doftor  has  made  a  little 
too  free  with  the  Civil  Magiftrate,  and  his 
Brethren  of  the  Faculty  ;  efpecially,  that 
he  has  no  where  told  us  any  Thing  of  the  Na- 
ture  of  Contagion  ;  not  fo  much  as  what  we 
may  read  in  many  Books  of  Phyfick.  And 
therefore  his  further  inveighing  againft  'Phy- 
fick  and  'V  by  [mans,  is  the  tnoft  tin-prizing,  un¬ 
accountable  Indifcretion  that  Man  ever  was 
guilty  of:  A  Man  that  has  done  nothing,  but 
to  corrupt  it :  For  thus  he  puts  an  End  to  a 
great  deal  of  rambling  Stuff,  about  fhutting 
up  Houfes.  ||  The  Management  in  former  Times 
neither  anfwers  the  Turfiofe  of  difeovering  the 
beginning  of  the  Infection,  nor  of  putting  a  j sop 
to  it  when  difeovered ;  other  Measures  are  cer- 
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tainly  to  he  taken,  which  1  think  JhouJd  he  of 
this  Nature . 

Here  begins  an  Account  of  Things  to  be 
done  in  a  new  Manner,  and  what  will  be 
found  agreeable  to  Reafon.  Imprimis,  Then, 
inflead  of  ignorant  old  Women .  we  ought  to  have 
underflanding  and  diligent  Men .  There  is  no¬ 
thing  New  in  this,  nor  very  Unreafonahle ; 
but  as  the  Doctor  has  enhanfed  the  whole 
Knowledge  of  Phyfick  in  his  own  Perfon, 
and  made  old  Women  of  his  brethren,  I  hope 
he  will  allow  thefe  Officers  of  Health  to  con- 
fift  of  difcarded  Phyficians.  Secondly ,  When 
the  fick  Families  are  gone  (whether  ?)  all  the 
Goods  of  the  Houfes ,  in  which  they  were ,  fhould 
he  burnt ;  nay,  the  Houfes  themjelves,  if  that 
can  conveniently  he  done.  A  very  good  Ad¬ 
vice,  and,  I  hope,  the  City  of  London  wili 
ereft  another  Monument  for  the  Doftor,  after 
they  have  burned  their  City,  upon  fo  reafon - 
able  Advice.  But  as  this  Advice  has  been 
found  hurtful  in  Experience,  fo  neither  is  it 
New,  becaufe  it  has  been  praftifed  Two  Hun¬ 
dred  Years  ago;  as  I  lately  obferved.  He 
has  now  the  late  Fire  of  London  in  view,  and 
recommends  another  general  Conflagration  of 
our  City,  from  the  great  Good,  he  fancies, 
accrued  thereby  :  But  the  Reafon  he  brings 
is  admirable.  For  nothing  approaches  fo  near 
to  the  firfl  Original  of  Contagion,  as  &4ir  pent 
up,  loaded  with  4 Damps »  This  is  the  very 
Reafon,  why  Hippocrates,  and  all  other  Phy¬ 
ficians 
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ficians  after  him,  have  advifed  making  Fires 
for  preventing  the  Plague  ;  neither  fpared  they 
any  Expence  in  Scents^  fvoeet  and  aromatick 
Woods;  and  even  they  put  [acred  Things  to 
that  very  Ufe.  Yet,  according  to  Cuftorti, 
the  Doctor  *  contradicts  himfelf,  on  this  Ar¬ 
ticle,  at  the  fmall  diltance  of  four  Pages  ; 
where  Fires  again  are  condemned  as  pernici¬ 
ous.  The  Reafon  alledgedior  this  later  Ex¬ 
periment  is  abfolutely  falfe  ;  for  Dr.  Hodges 
affures  us,  that  the  Weather  was  not  Hot  in 
that  Summer.  Rut,  I  believe,  the  true  Rea¬ 
fon  of  the  Contradiction  is,  that  the  DoCtor 
will,  at  any  Time,  venture  being  found  in  a 
Contradiction,  three  Doors  off,  as  Well  as 
four  Pages  off,  to  have  his  Bacon,  or  for  a 
merry  Conceit.  But  there  is,  even  in  this, 
nothing  New,  for  there  was  one  Raymundns , 
who  is  noted  for  this  Singularity  by  other  Au¬ 
thors,  whole  Words  our  Doff  or  teems  to  ti  an¬ 
nate,’  Teft'tlentes  felres ,  fays  Raymundns , 
aAr dentes  [tint,  C?  idcirco  ab  Here  fertido, 
calente  augentur.  1  muff  beg  leave  to  crowd 
in  another  Conclusion,  becaufe  I  follow  the 
DoCtor;  that  as  Fires  are  thus  hurtful,  fo,  and 
for  that  Reafon,  is  the  firing  of  Guns.  The 
Word  Eire  is  common  in  both  Expreffions, 
but  it  was  never  the  Heat  of  great  Guns,  but 
their  Noife  that  was  recommended,  and  that 
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is  a  fort  of  Wind,  fo  much  recommended  for¬ 
merly,  by  Dr.  Mead ;  but  what  fome  have  too 
rafhly  advijed.  Mira  vis  verbis . 

But  to  return  to  ‘Damps ;  he  allows  they 
approach  the  firft  Original  of  Contagion,  fo 
that  if  they  are  not  the  firft,  they  may  very 
well  be  the  fecond  Original  of  Contagion ;  for 
where  there  is  a  firft,  there  is  always  a  fecond 
in  every  Order  and  Number  of  Things.  Now, 
as  Fires  are  manifeftly  ufeful  in  the  Damps  of 
Coal  Pits,  and  Goals,  why  not  in  the  raw 
Damps  of  Contagion  ?  And  if  that  is  a  true 
Experiment,  why  does  Dr.  Mead  forfake  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  and  the  antient  Sages  of  Phyfick,  for 
an  Error  that  is  not  new;  and,  perhaps,  not 
agreeable  to  Reafon  ?  And  Ovid  tell  us,  Tern- 
poribus  Medicina  valet.  As  to  the  Story  of  the 
'Black  aAfJize  at  Oxford ,  it  fhall  not  be  carelef- 
ly  neglected. 

The  laft  Member  of  Novelty  mentioned,  is 
the  keeping  our  Houfes  and  Streets  clean  from 
Filth,  Carrion ,  and  all  manner  of  Nujances ; 
and  I  hope  every  Body  will  readily  admit,  that 
this  was  never  done  before,  neither  here  at 
Home,  nor  ^Abroad  in  other  Countries;  and 
I’ll  fwear  for  him,  this  Time,  that  it  is  highly 
necejjary.  His  Inference  is  ftrong ;  for  if  all 
thefe  new  and  reafonable  Inftruftions  take 
effect,  there  will  be  no  need  of  any  Methods , 
for  Correcting  the  Air,  Purifying  Hou¬ 
ses,  or  of  Rules  for  Preserving  particular 
Persons  from  Infection.  Yet  in  this  very  in- 
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ftant  there  follows  a  frefh  Contradiction,  it  I 
underftand  him  ;  but  leaft  I  do  not,  I  fhall  give 
you  his  own  Words,  in  order  to  be  better  in¬ 
fo  rnU,  To  all  which ,  if  the  T l ague  get  head , 
fo  that  the  Sick  are  too  many  to  he  removed ,  ft*- 
gard  mufl  he  bad,.  Now,  as  far  as  I  under¬ 
ftand  the  Doctor,  the  Plague  may  get  Head 
agaioft  all  thefe  infallible  Methods,  but  I 
cannot  for  my  Life  tell,  what  we  are  to 
Regard  \  but  as  thefe  Methods  are  both  falli¬ 
ble  and  infallible,  at  the  fame  Time,  the 
Doctor  has  fallen  into  another  grofs  Contra- 
ditties* 

But,  which  is  a  more  melancholy  Story, 
this  feems  to  be  the  whole  of  c Preventing  we 
ha  ve  hitherto  expected  ;  fo  that  all  the  Philoso¬ 
phy  he  brought  forth,  in  the  firft  Part  of  his 
Difcourie,  has  only  been  to  make  us  ConfialJes 
and  Scavengers,  to  let  the  Watch,  and  clean 
the  Streets.  A  fine  Account,  indeed,  of  Tre- 
•venting. 

This  Difcourfc  never  look’d  as  if  it  were  to 
livelong,  its  firft  Stamina  were  fo  rotten,  and 
defective ;  and  any  one,  with  half  an  Eye, 
might  fee  it  would  die  of  an  Apoplexy,  or  firft 
die  and  then  have  an  Apoplexy,  as  the  Fafhion 
of  Dy  ing  ha  been  of  late. 

,  When  I  formerly  obferved  the  great  Neg. 
left  of  the  'Diff  option  and  oAftnefs  of  a  Subjeft 
to  receive  and  cherifti  the  Difeafe,  I  was  then 
’very  much  afraid  that  the  celebrated  Dr.  Mead 

muft  fuffer,  when  it  was  his  Bufinefs  to  teach 

us 
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us  bow  to  preferve  our  felves  from  Infe&ion ; 
which  has,  at  this  Time,  befallen  him  with  a 
witnefs ;  for  now  our  Security  confiils  in  the 
former.  But  if  the  Plague  fhoultl  chance  to 
force  his  Lines,  it  is  very  plain,  that  we  muft 
furrender  a t  Difcretion  to  this  moft  ciuel  Ene¬ 
my.  Our  Generals  taught  the  French ,  fome 
Years  ago,  how  (lender  a  Defence  Lines  were; 
and  the  Plague  has  taught  them,  to  their  fad 
Experience, "how  inefficient  they  are  to  re- 
ftrain  its  Violence;  for  it  has  not  only  march¬ 
ed  over  their  Lines  in  Defiance  oi  then  Guaids^ 
but  even  Faflwards  and  Southwards,  to  the 
Contempt  of  Matth&us  Fill  anus,  and  our  Doc¬ 
tor,  his  zealous  Follower 

But  I  am,  again,  afraid  that  the  Cafe  at 
prefent  is  much  the  fame  as  it  was  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  faort  Tdifcourje  ;  for  he  then  pro- 
pofed  to  treat  of  Contagion,  but  he  quickly 
dropp’d  it,  without  fo  much  as  telling  us  what 
is  meant  by  the  Word.  Here  now  we  fhould 
'prevent,  but  he  knows  as  little  of  this  as  he 
did  formerly  of  Contagion  :  For  when  he  *  is 
to  confider  by  isohat  Means  particular  Per/ons 
may  be  ft  defend  themfelves  againft  Contagion; 
he  adds,  for  the  effectual  doing  of  which  it  would 
be  necefarj  to  put  the  Humors  of  the  ‘Body  into 
fuch  a  State,  as  not  to  be  alterable  by  the  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Infection.  What  Phyfician  ever  laid  io 
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before  Dt.  Mead?  And  if  an  Impoffibility  of 
this  Nature  was  expc&ed  from  the  Faculty  of 
Phyfick,  I  hope  they  would  acknowledge  and 
confefs  their  Ignorance.  It  is  the  fame 
Thing,  as  if  the  Government  fhould  expeft, 
that  Phyficians  are  to  cure  the  Subje&s  of  any 
one  Difeafe,  fo  that  they  fhould  never  feel  it 
hereafter ;  the  Curative  Part  ofTfyfick,  in  that 
Senfe,  muft  be  as  impofltble  as  the  Trejerva - 
five.  Mankind  is  more  eafy,  and  not  only 
bears  with  what  is  not  poffible,  but  even  with 
Blunders,  that  proceed  from  Ignorance  and 
Stupidity.  All  that  is  expefted  from  Phylici- 
ans,  is  to  have  fuch  Rules,  whereby  .our 
Health  may  be  fecured  to  them,  as  far  as  it  is 
confiftent  with  Human  Nature,  and  the 
known  Means :  And  if  Dr.  Mead  would  have 
communicated  fome  of  thofe  wife  Rules,  that 
are  to  be  found  in  Books  of  Phyfick,  even 
without  deducing  them  from  any  Principle  of 
Reafon,  he  then  had  done  them  the  greateft 
Good,  and  what  they  feem  to  want  and 
defire. 

That  we  may  fee,  how  little  DoQor  Mead 
understands  the  Method  of  Preventing ,  and 
-  alfo  hew  practicable  it  is :  We  find  Hippocra¬ 
tes  values  himfelf  for  being  the  firft  that 
forefaw  a  Difeafe  ;  and  he  tells  us,  That 
*  TDifeafes  do  not  come  upon  Men  of  a  judden  ; 

. — — - — ■  ”  .  . .  j  ,  ■■  . . Ml  ■■ 
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but  being  collected  by  degrees,  fhew  themfelves 
afterwards  in  the  bulk .  And  *  Galen  fays, 
That  all  Thyficians  are  agreed ,  that  there  muft 
be  feme  Time  for  breeding  a  TDifiemper.  Now, 
if  Difeafes  take  a  Time  before  they  are  bred  ; 
then  it  is  an  obvious  Confequence,  that  Dif- 
eafes  may  be  prevented.  Surely  this  is  confo- 
nant  to  common  Senfe ;  for  an  Embryo  Dileafe 
muft  be  far  more  eafily  cured,  than  a  Difeafe 
after  it  is  formed,  and  fettled  upon  any  Perfon ; 
and  thereby  his  Strength,  or  Conftitution,  de- 
ftroyed  :  For  however  Curative  Method,  and 
Trejervative,  are  different  Words,  they  only 
fignify  the  fame  Thing  at  different  limes® 
Curing  a  nafeent  Difeafe  is  prefer ving  us  from 
being  hurt  by  it ;  and  curing  a  fettled  Difeafe, 
where  the  Inftruments  of  Aflion  are  hurt,  is 
curing  it  in  the  common  Acceptation. 

And  therefore  our  Doctor  feems  to  have  no 
manner  of  Notion  of  thefe  Words,  when  he 
would  tell  us  that  it  is  as  impofiible  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Plague  *,  as  to  have  a  Sfecifick  Tre- 
fervative  from  the  Small  *Pocc  ;  which  we  find 
is  far  from  being  impoffible.  But  why  a  Sfe~ 
cifick  ?  Muft  he  have  a  Specifick,  becaufe  Dr. 
e Anodyne  Necklace  has  one  ?  I  cannot  find  any 
other  Reafon,  efpecially,  that  it  now  plainly 
appears,  and  is  evident,  that  curing  a  Difeafe, 
and  preventing  it,  is  the  fame  A£Hon,  and 
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may  be  done  with  the  fame  Tools,  whether 
they  are  Common,  or  Hpecifick,  in  the  ilri cl¬ 
eft  Senfe  Phyficians  ufe  thofe  Words,  liiis 
his  Mifunderftanding  the  Dofitrine  of  Phyfi- 
cians  is  further  manifeft  from  the  laft  Para¬ 
graph  of  his  Difcourfe;  that  his  Directions 
may  be  of  Ufe  towards  eftabhfhing  a  better  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure ,  than  Authors  have  commonly 
taught,  which  might  bs  true,  if  that  Do&rine 
had  been  drawn  from  the  Nature  of  Infebtion 
or  Contagion ;  but,  at  prefent,  he  knows  as 
little  of  the  grammatical  S'enie  of  thefe  1  erms, 
as  he  does  of  the  Things  chemfelves. 

Let  us  ceafe,  then,  to  wonder  why  lo  great 
Care  is  had  to  keep  our  Houfes  cool,  at  ‘Page 
47,  and  io  little  for  our  Verfons,  at  ‘Page  49 
of  the  Difcourfe ;  and  in  Confequence  to  that, 
we  find  more  Receipts  for  a  Home  than  for  a 
Man.  He  mentions  Vinegar  upon  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  Rhazes ,  which  is  no  more  for  a  Per- 
fon  that  affefts  an  Opinion  for  being  learned, 
than  if  he  had  recommended  it  from  Dr  Hodges  ■ 
fince  Phyficians  know,  how  much  it  has  been 
esteemed  by  the  moll  antient  Phyficians  of 
Greece  and  Italy:  But  this  its  Virtue  in  the 
Plague  of  Peftilence  is  not  contrary  to  what 
Authors  advife,  in  making  Fumes  of  hot 
Things  on  that  Occafion.  This  is  very  mani¬ 
feft,  if  the  DoCtor  will  confider  what  the  great 
Celfus  has  faid  of  it. 

But  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  give  a  very 
probable  Conjecture,  why  our  BoCtor  gives 
*  ,  -  f  fo 
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fo  trifling,  and  contradi&ory  Account  of  thofe 
Medicines,  recommended  for  prefer ving  us 
againft  the  Plague;  even,  when  there  is  not 
fo  great  a  Store  for  any  other  Difeafe,  and 
fome  of  them  come  well  recommended  for  the 
Purpofc  of  * Preventing  ;  if  we  remember  the 
common  Method  of  our  Author  through  all 
this  Book  ;  for  he  conflantly  tells  us,  in  the 
end  of  one  Paragraph,  what  he  offers  to  our 
Belief  in  the  next.  He  has  all  along  thrown 
mighty  Contempt  upon  Phyficians,  when  he 
would  recommend  himfelf;  and  now  he  dii® 
parages  their  Medicines;  and  furely,  upon  no 
other  Defign,  but  to  fet  up  his  own.  But  what 
in  the  Name  of  Wonder  are  they?  In  this 
confifo  the  great  Myftery  of  State.  If  to, 
then  there  is  an  end  of  our  wondering. 

His  Medicines  are  of  two  Sorts ;  one  Set 
of  them  publifhed  in  a  very  imall  Book,  tho* 
there  is  a  large  Account  of  their  Virtues  and 
Ufes.  There  is  a  fecond  Sort,  which  fome 
worthy  Gentlemen  of  great  Families,  and 
great  Eftates,  have  told  us  of,  and  thefe  were 
the  Secrets  of  an  eminent  Phyfician.  But 
how  do  Gentlemen  know  Secrets  in  Phyfick  ? 
It  is  not  hard  to  guefs  who  were  chiefly  con¬ 
cern’d  in  their  Information,  and  who  have 
made  a  goodly  Income  from  a  pretended  Inhe¬ 
ritance  to  pretended  Secrets .  This  is  the 
Shrine  of  the  great  Diana ,  to  which  every 
Thing  muft  not  only  fubmir,  but  for  it  every 
other  Shrine  muft  be  removed,  even  Truth  it 
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felf;  fo  that  we  may  quickly  hear  of  E)o£k>r 

- /’s  Secrets  for  the  Plague,  if  it  fhould 

be  the  Will  of  God  to  fend  it  us  for  a  Punifh- 
ment  of  our  Sins. 

How  eafy  a  Matter  is  it  to  become  a  great 
Phyfician,  but  how  difficult  to  a  Man  of 
Education  and  Honour?  Hence  it  is  that  we 
find  in  all  Times,  tho’  never  more  than  in  the 
prefent,  that  Phyfick  is  the  common  Refort 
of  all  indigent  Men,  that  no  other  Arts  can 
provide  with  a  Living.  Here  Doctor  Rofary 
has  made  a  better  Market  for  his  Beads,  than 
ever  was  in  any  Roman  Catholick  Country , 
Spain  and  Tortugal  not  excepted.  At  this 
Time  too,  he  is  among  the  chief  WritSss  on  the 
Plague,  and  with  infufferable  AiTurarifoj,  de¬ 
dicates  that  Trifle  to  the  Trefident  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Thyficians,  where,  in  the  end,  he  tells 
the  World,  how  ufeful  his  Necklace  is  for  the 
Tlague. 

c Amulets ,  indeed,  have  been  in  great 
Efteem  in  Times  of  the  Plague,  and  I  hope 
fome  great  Thyfician  will  lend  his  Name  to 
one,  that  may  frighten  away  this  terrible 
,  Difeafe. 


FINIS. 


